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Indigenous rhythms: Kommu Koya tribal dancers
perform during the World’s Indigenous Peoples
Day celebration at Kumram Bheem Adivasi
Bhavan in Hyderabad on Sunday.

Indigenous rhythms: Kommu Koya tribal dancers perform during the World's Indigenous Peoples Day celebration at Kumram Bheem
Adivasi Bhavan in Hyderabad on Sunday. SDDHANT THAKUR

Kommu Koya Tribal Community

The Kommu Koya are associated with the broader Koya tribal community, one of
the important Adivasi/tribal groups of the Godavari region. Koya communities are
found mainly in parts of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and adjoining
areas, particularly in forested and riverine belts.

Their social and cultural life has traditionally been closely connected with forests,
agriculture, local deities, community festivals, oral traditions, music and dance.
The term “Kommu Koya” is generally used for a cultural subgroup/tradition within
the Koya community, especially associated with distinctive performance practices and
community identity.

Koya cultural traditions are particularly visible around major tribal gatherings such as
the Sammakka-Saralamma Medaram Jatara in Telangana, where Koya history,
symbols and Adivasi cultural expression are prominently represented.

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples

The International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is observed every year
on 9 August.

The United Nations General Assembly formally established this observance through
Resolution 49/214 on 23 December 1994. The date 9 August was chosen because it
marks the first meeting of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations, held
in Geneva in 1982.

Why is this day important?

Its major objectives are to promote:

protection of Indigenous peoples’ rights;

preservation of languages, traditions and cultural heritage;
recognition of traditional knowledge systems;

protection of land and natural resources;

participation of Indigenous communities in decisions affecting them;
improvement in education, health and livelihood opportunities.
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The United Nations also uses this observance to spread awareness about the need for special
measures to preserve the distinctive cultures and ways of life of Indigenous Peoples.

- -
Podium finish
India’s women boxers were the highlight
of the Glasgow Commonwealth Games
l n the truncated Commonwealth Games in

Glasgow, India performed well, exceeding
expectations and retaining fourth place be-
hind developed nations such as Australia, En-
gland, and Canada, despite a sharp drop in me-
dals from 61 to 39, including 13 gold, 17 silver, and
nine bronze. The gold rush on the penultimate
day, powered by the spectacular performance of
the boxers who won seven gold and three silver
medals, improved India’s position. While some
weight classes had weaker draws, several catego-
ries posed strong challenges. Propelled by deter-
mination and hard work, five women boxers —
Sakshi Chaudhary, Preeti Pawar, Jaismine Lam-
boria, Priya Ghanghas, and Arundhati Choud-
hary — and two men, Sachin Siwach and Ankush
Panghal, ensured India’s best-ever showing of 10
medals, three more than that in the last edition.
The women boxers’ fearless approach esta-
blished them as a force to reckon with. India won
16 medals in athletics and para-athletics, with
notable contributions from para-athletes Dilip
Gavit, Soman Rana, and Sharmila Dhankar. In
world-class fields, the country’s athletes won 10
medals compared to eight in Birmingham 2022.
Neeraj Chopra recovered from injury to take a
creditable silver and lead the country to twin-me-
dal glory in javelin along with Yashvir Singh and
underlined India’s rising status as a javelin power-
house. Other moments to cherish included triple
jumpers Praveen Chithravel and Selva Prabhu’s
twin podium finishes, Gulveer Singh becoming
the first Indian to medal in 5000m and 10000m,
Murali Sreeshankar winning his second straight
long jump silver, Tejaswin Shankar claiming the
country’s first-ever decathlon medal, and Sar-
vesh Kushare pocketing a high jump silver.
Asmita Dey and Harsh Singh sprang a surprise
by winning the country’s first gold medals in ju-
do, while Mirabai Chanu lived up to her billing to
clinch her third successive gold medal. She led
Indian lifters to a significant haul of eight medals.
The country’s strong show, against an expecta-
tion of around 30 medals, helped the contingent
leave Glasgow on a high as Ahmedabad prepares
to host a bigger Games offering more medals in
2030. Indian athletes’ praiseworthy performance
in Glasgow has raised hopes for the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games next month, where a bigger haul is
expected from a wider range of disciplines. While
India is capable of securing impressive medal col-
lections at the Commonwealth and Asian Games,
it needs to raise its level manifold to be counted
among the best globally. Aspiring to host the
2036 Olympics, it must identify priority sports
and invest in them to ensure a higher finish, even
while waging a perennial war against doping.

10A8. Podium Finish
NI fer

¢ Inthe truncated Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, India
performed well, exceeding expectations and retaining fourth place be
hind developed nations such as Australia, England, and Canada,
despite a sharp drop in medals from 61 to 39, including 13 gold, 17
silver, and nine bronze.
TATIN H AT GfEe IsgHse Well 7 7R o 3983 F S Yo
o 3R 3o, g9l aur Farst S fawfad 2ot & are atar ware
YR IW@T, BTelifoh 3T Ueeh! hl TEAT 61 T Tea 39 &1 315, forae 13

Tquy, 17 Toid 3R At e ueeh oanfAe I

e The gold rush on the penultimate day, powered by the
spectacular performance of the boxers who won seven gold and three
silver medals, improved India’s position.

sifaA ﬁw%aqﬁgémﬁwm,mﬂmmo T o QMAGR UG2Te of
a1fa weret 1 3R Siegiel A1 Fa0T TUT dfief To7d 9ga Sfid, of 3Rd hr
Feufa & gur fan

e Propelled by determination and hard work, five women boxers
— Sakshi Chaudhary, Preeti Pawar, Jaismine Lam boria, Priya
Ghanghas, and Arundhati Choud hary — and two men, Sachin Siwach

and Ankush Panghal, ensured India’s best-ever showing of 10 medals,
three more than that in the last edition.

3% wahed AR 3 Agera ¥ IR o Afger FFharet — awaf @l dfa
TaR, SITEAE eI, fOrar gerd AR sreefa atedr — qarar o
HeFehalloll, AieeT TG 3R 375l TETel, 3 1Rl & 31el ofeh oh HIASS 10

WQSQE?‘IHEI#WHW, ST Torerel TERToT hT Jefet 3 citet 3ifereh
O

e Other moments to cherish included triple jumpers Praveen
Chithravel and Selva Prabhu’s twin podium finishes, Gulveer Singh
becoming the first Indian to medal in 5000m and 10000m, Murali
Sreeshankar winning his second straight long jump silver, Tejaswin
Shankar claiming the country’s first-ever decathlon medal, and Sar
vesh Kushare pocketing a high jump silver.

3+ IR &70T # feuer S & fEenf3at weltor Reder st dear woy &1
arexr aifsae <forer, e fig 1 5000 #Hex 31 10000 HieY # Y
et aTel gt IR Fafetl, HIAT HIRAFHT T FIMAR GERT sl g, Totel

U SHIcTell, ASTReaeT QT T G2 T TGl STHTAIT e glieel hiell IR T FAR 1 2 e
#H T3 Y SiTdaTr enfAe T&Tl

e Asmita Dey and Harsh Singh sprang a surprise by winning the country’s first gold medals in
ju do, while Mirabai Chanu lived up to her billing to clinch her third successive gold medal.

Ffeaar 3 3k g g & S & qor & ugel Faol gaeh SNt eI aherd gifder I, stafe
mmﬁmma:wmhmgummmmwsﬁm

e She led Indian lifters to a significant haul of eight medals.

3egiot AR HRIAToleh! T HTS TG hl HcdquT HBelcll feelrs |
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e The country’s strong show, against an expectation of around 30 medals, helped the
contingent leave Glasgow on a high as Ahmedabad prepares to host a bigger Games offering
more medals in 2030.

SITHT 30 YGHT Y A& & TR 20 & HIGT Tl o SR &l T TN & ScHEqor
ST o | st 3 Heg #, STafeh 3gHAETEIG 2030 H T Ueen! drel 73 Well T AoTaTell
&I TR F W@

e Indian athletes’ praiseworthy performance in Glasgow has raised hopes for the Aichi-
Nagoya Asian Games next month, where a bigger haul is expected from a wider range of
disciplines.

TATEAN F HRAT TUNCT & TAHAT UG o 31T HAGIeY 8t dTel HTSeN-ATNAT TRATS @al &
forw 3FE 9e1 & ¥, et e Qo a3t & 310« ugs A fF 378 &1

¢ While India is capable of securing impressive medal collections at the Commonwealth and
Asian Games, it needs to raise its level manifold to be counted among the best globally.

Tl sTR UsgaAz AR AT Fat 3 gemaerel g g1iier aer F TaTA §, he ol 39 faeg
TR OGS 2t 7 LA 81 & ToIT 3191 FeeleT & TR 1 &g AT TeTal T 3TaLFhll &

e Aspiring to host the 2036 Olympics, it must identify priority sports and invest in them to
ensure a higher *nish, even while waging a perennial war against doping.

2036 3tei e Y AT HT 3R TW Ty AR T YrATHSRAT aTel Tell sl TgTeT alell g1y
3R 3T AT AT G, ATk Sk TUTeT FrATRE TR Si @eh, A &1 e & fagey ey
Ty 81 STRY @1 8191 |

Decathlon

A decathlon is one of the toughest athletics competitions because one athlete has to compete in 10
different track-and-field events, normally spread over two days.

The ten events are:

Day 1: 100 m, Long Jump, Shot Put, High Jump, 400 m
Day 2: 110 m Hurdles, Discus Throw, Pole Vault, Javelin Throw, 1500 m

The athlete earns points according to performance in each event. The points from all 10 events are
added together, and the athlete with the highest total wins.

So, unlike a 100-metre race, where only speed matters, a decathlete needs a combination of speed,
strength, jumping ability, throwing ability, endurance and technique.

Questions and Answers to ipe previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Why .
was August 7 chosen as the National Handloom Day? Ans: To 10A8. QU 1Z
commemorate the ‘Swadeshi Movement’

2. After whom is the country’s highest recognition for handloom .
weavers who have demonstrated extraordinary craftsmanship and 1. Why was AUQ ust 7 chosen as National
dedication to the preservation and promotion of India’s weaving Handloom Day?

traditions named? Ans: Sant Kabir, who was a weaver

3. Which State is synonymou'swlth the Wangkhei Phee and Shapee N National Handloom Day is observed every
Lanphee weaves? Ans: Manipur

4. Name the master weaver of the Gods in Hindu mythology from year on 7 AUQUSt to honour India’s handloom-

whom the silk weavers of Kanchipuram consider their descendance. ~ Weaving community and highlight the sector's
Ans: Sage Markanda

5. What is special about Eri silk, locally called Ryndia, from
Meghalaya? Ans: It is ‘Ahimsa’ or ‘Peace’ silk where the yarn is KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
spun after the moth exits the cocoon naturally rioticias.in

6. Which popular weave from Central India was patronised by Queen &K kP2 ¥:3:]

Ahilyabai Holkar? Ans: Maheshwari hs.in

7. Where is Calico Museum of Textiles? Ans: Ahmedabad
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contribution to the country's cultural and socio-economic development.

The date commemorates the Swadeshi Movement, formally proclaimed at a massive
meeting in Calcutta Town Hall on 7 August 1905, against the British decision to partition
Bengal.

The movement promoted the boycott of foreign goods and revival of indigenous products
and production processes, making handloom an important expression of economic
nationalism.

The Government of India designated 7 August as National Handloom Day in 2015, and the
first celebration was held in Chennai on 7 August 2015.

2. After whom is the country's highest recognition for distinguished handloom
weavers named?

The prestigious Sant Kabir Handloom Award is named after Sant Kabir, the celebrated
medieval saint-poet who is traditionally associated with the profession of weaving.

The award recognises outstanding handloom weavers who demonstrate exceptional
craftsmanship and contribute to keeping India's traditional handloom heritage alive.

The award particularly acknowledges the transmission of traditional skills and designs
across generations, connecting the past, present and future of Indian weaving.

It has been conferred from 2009 onwards on distinguished handloom weavers.

Under the current award system, the Sant Kabir Handloom Award and National Handloom
Awards operate under the National Handloom Development Programme.

3. Which State is synonymous with Wangkhei Phee and Shaphee Lanphee?

Wangkhei Phee and Shaphee Lanphee are distinctive traditional textile/handicraft traditions
associated with Manipur in Northeast India.

Their geographical association with Manipur is formally recognised under India's
Geographical Indications (GI) system.

Both applications were filed by the Department of Commerce & Industries, Government of
Manipur, strengthening their official identification with the State.

4. Who is regarded as the master weaver of the Gods from whom Kanchipuram silk
weavers trace their descent?

According to the traditional mythology associated with Kanjeevaram/Kanchipuram silk,
its weavers trace their descent to Sage Markanda, regarded as a weaver of clothes for the
Gods.

The Development Commissioner (Handlooms), Ministry of Textiles, records this tradition while
discussing the heritage of Kanjeevaram Silk of Tamil Nadu.

Historically, the craft is associated with weaving communities such as the Devangas and
Saligars, who settled in Kanchipuram and developed its celebrated silk-weaving tradition.
Kanjeevaram silk is renowned for elaborate craftsmanship, rich colours and distinctive
weaving.

5. What is special about Meghalaya's Eri silk, locally called Ryndia?

Ryndia, or Eri silk, is an important traditional textile associated with Meghalaya, particularly
its indigenous weaving traditions.

Unlike conventional silk production, the Eri moth is allowed to emerge from the cocoon
before the cocoon is processed, avoiding killing the developing moth.

Consequently, it is popularly described as “Ahimsa Silk” or “Peace Silk.”

Because the moth's emergence breaks the continuous filament, Eri fibres are generally spun
rather than reeled.

Ryndia is soft and woolly and has useful thermal properties—it can provide warmth in winter
while remaining comfortable in warmer conditions.
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6. Which Central Indian weave was patronised by Queen Ahilyabai Holkar?

e Maheshwari sarees and fabrics originated in Maheshwar, an historic town situated on the
banks of the Narmada River in Madhya Pradesh.

e The weaving tradition received significant royal patronage during the 18th century under
Rani Ahilyabai Holkar, ruler of the Holkar State.

e Her patronage helped establish and promote Maheshwar as an important centre of textile
craftsmanship.

e Maheshwari textiles are particularly known for combinations of cotton and silk yarns,
distinctive borders, intricate patterns and lightweight texture.

e A notable characteristic is the reversible border, traditionally known as bugdi.

e Thus, for examinations, remember the direct association: Ahilyabai Holkar — Maheshwar
— Maheshwari Saree — Madhya Pradesh.

Ahilyabai Holkar, popularly known as Lokmata Ahilyabai, was one of the most celebrated
women rulers of 18th-century India. She ruled the Holkar dominions of Malwa from 1767
to 1795 and became renowned for good governance, public welfare, religious patronage
and construction of temples, ghats, wells and dharamshalas across India.

1. Early Life

According to traditional accounts, Malhar Rao Holkar, an important Maratha commander,
noticed the young Ahilyabai and arranged her marriage to his son Khanderao Holkar in
1733.

Her life changed dramatically when Khanderao was killed in 1754 during the siege of
Kumbher.

Ahilyabai reportedly wished to commit sati, but her father-in-law Malhar Rao Holkar
persuaded her not to do so.

2. How did she become ruler?

After a series of family tragedies—including the deaths of her husband, father-in-law and
subsequently her son Male Rao Holkar—Ahilyabai assumed control of the Holkar state in
1767.

This was remarkable because political authority in 18th-century India was overwhelmingly
dominated by men.

She made Maheshwar, situated on the banks of the Narmada River, an important centre of
her administration.

7. Where is the Calico Museum of Textiles?

e The renowned Calico Museum of Textiles is located at Shahibaug in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, within the premises of the Sarabhai Foundation.
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e The museum was founded in 1949 by Gautam Sarabhai, with assistance from his sister Gira
Sarabhai.

e Its establishment was inspired by eminent art historian and philosopher Ananda
Coomaraswamy, who suggested creating a textile museum and research institution in
Ahmedabad.

e India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, inaugurated the museum.

e Originally located within the Calico Mills complex, its collections were subsequently shifted to
the Sarabhai Foundation's Shahibaug premises.

e Its important holdings include court textiles, trade textiles, shawls, sarees, costumes,

embroideries, carpets and tie-and-dye fabrics.

Ashmita stuns Han to bag her maiden BWF Tour title

Coach Park, who has now seen two of his wards win Super 300 tournaments in successive weeks, believes the Assam girl always had the tools to succeed, wants her to be more consistent

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
ASAN (KOREA)

shmita Chaliha pro-
A duced a gritty show

to secure her mai-
den BWF World tour title
with a fighting win over
fourth seed Han Qian Xi of
China in the women'’s sin-
gles final of the Korea Mas-
ters Super 300 badminton
tournament on Sunday.

Slow start

The 26-year-old from As-
sam, who had suffered a
career-threatening knee in-
jury two years back in Ko-
rea, overcame a slow start
and a testing decider to
complete a memorable vic-
tory, recovering from the
loss of the opening game to

nutes. “I feel really great
and unbelievable. But then
I am trying to digest it.
Now, I am hungry for
more,” said Ashmita, who
trains under Park Tae-Sang
at the National Centre of
Excellence in Guwahati.

“In the first game, it was
alittle bit tricky because of
the drift conditions, so I
was not able to manage it...
But in the second, the oth-
er side was more comforta-
ble and there was less drift,
so I was able to control it,”
she said. “And in the third,
after 11 points, I changed
again, so I was on the good
side. I'm glad that I could
pull it off”

Ashmita’s win marks
back-to-back BWF World
Tour finals for Indians,
with Tanvi Sharma having
won the Taipei Open last
Sunday.

weeks, believes Ashmita al-
ways had the tools to suc-
ceed but needed to be-
come more consistent in
her approach.

“Before the injury, Ash-
mita was already a good
player and a very good ta-
lent. She has a good smash
and nice movement, but
unfortunately, at the
wrong time, she had to
take a break because of the
injury,” the South Korean
told PTL.

“When she joined me, I
thought, ‘Oh, she is a good
player. But tactically and
strategically, and also a lit-
tle bit mentally, she had
some problems.”

The World No. 50 Ash-
mita had to undergo sur-
gery and an extensive reha-
bilitation ~ period after
suffering a medial menis-
cus tear in her right knee

played 14 events.

This year she competed
in a couple of events but
then spent three months
building strength. She en-
joyed a strong comeback
on the BWF Tour with
back-to-back quarterfinals
at China Masters and Ma-
laysia Masters and then a
semifinal appearance at
the Macau Open.

Ahead of Sunday?s final,
Park and Ashmita analysed
Han’s game on video, with
the coach identifying un-
forced errors as the biggest
obstacle.

“Yesterday, we also did a
video analysis of her Chi-
nese opponent. I told Ash-
mita, ‘Your biggest pro-
blem is your own mistakes.
You are making simple
mistakes.

“But if you can reduce
those simple mistakes,

stun world No. 35 Han 14- Park, who has now seen  during the Korea Open in  100%, I promise you, you
21, 2114, 2114 in the sum-  two of his wards win Super ~ 2024. She returned in Fe- ~ can win the title today,”
+ mit clash that lasted 53 mi- 300 titles in successive bruary next year and Parksaid.

On a high: Ashmita celebrates with Park after her memorable triumph. swr

10A8. Ashmita stuns Han to bag her maiden BWF Tour title
IRAAT A &Te1 FY DT T IgeT BWF X Rara sitar

e Coach Park, who has now seen two of his wards win Super 300 tournaments in
successive weeks, believes the Assam girl always had the tools to succeed, wants her to be
more consistent.

o I T, SIegial 316 AR & Hele 7 379+ al RIsat &1 guv 300 gARie shad &ar g, &
HAIAAT § TR 3185 T 58 TATST 7 Aol glet hT &THAT gl T AT 3R I I1gd § o ag 3R 31
IGEGEGICGIIUEeC]!

e Ashmita Chaliha produced a gritty show to secure her maiden BWF World tour title with a

fighting win over fourth seed Han Qian Xi of China in the women'’s singles final of the Korea
Masters Super 300 badminton tournament on Sunday.

o TR FIRNET = T TET HYA §U IIIR T FRAT ARFEH G 300 S5fAes g &
AT Tehel BISaTel 7 et shT =T arelr Treet gtet fharet oft o) HerdqoT Siiet o |1y 3791 ggelr
BWF a¢3 g TR gridiel fohar|

Slow start
et ereanra

e The 26-year-old from Assam, who had suffered a career-threatening knee injury two years
back in Korea, overcame a slow start and a testing decider to complete a memorable victory,
recovering from the loss of the opening game to stun world No. 35 Han 14-21, 21-14, 21-14
in the summit clash that lasted 53 minutes.
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3w $Y 26 aifer e, o & a vger FNAT 7 FRIX & FoIT T der a2t arelr geat &1
e ey oY, = el 3T 3R FeAteliqot fvfieres 9137 & 39X §U AR SN gof 1 2
LRI N R & STy AT P §C FARd T 35 81 HY 14-21, 21-14, 21-14 F 38 et
FehIael A e ferm, Sit 53 fAeTe ok =re|

“I feel really great and unbelievable.

313? grEdd Iﬁrqu 3resT 3R ATaeaH=T HeqH &1 T o

But then | am trying to digest it.

clfehel 319 H S8 McAATT YA T HIRAV A LT €

Now, | am hungry for more,” said Ashmita, who trains under Park Tae-Sang at the National
Centre of Excellence in Guwabhati.

31, # 3R Tl 1R 1 & FIT 3eg §, IRATT A g, ST T[aAreTel Ryd ARweTer We 3w
TFEH F UTh dTT-FI9T & AT & 9AeTor o &

“In the first game, it was a little bit tricky because of the drift conditions, so | was not able to
manage it...

“agel 3 # e Fr aRTUTAAT & wROT I8 st AR U1, AT # 5T Favrer 7ET ITS...

But in the second, the other side was more comfortable and there was less drift, so | was able
to control it,” she said.

AfereT gEY A H gEY R Wela1 3T Fgor AT 3N f3vre A o, saforw # 58 AIRT T arg,”

3egiat Tl

“And in the third, after 11 points, | changed again, so | was on the good side.
R TR AT A, 11 371 & 91, Hel R F Scenra fonam, safaw & 3<dT e o

I’'m glad that | could pull it off.”

T g o A s A

Ashmita’s win marks back-to-back BWF World Tour finals for Indians, with Tanvi Sharma
having won the Taipei Open last Sunday.

AT T SN & HRAAT & fT FTAR &Y BWF 98 €T BIgeTel Gol [T 8, Toreed aedy et o
el WATR argd 3irast Siar 41|

Park, who has now seen two of his wards win Super 300 titles in successive weeks,
believes Ashmita always had the tools to succeed but needed to become more consistent in
her approach.

e, foiegiot 319 SETAR & e 3 379+ ar RIsAt &1 Yo 300 fRrema Sfiad S@r 8, &7 ATl §
o 3TTATT Al Blel T &THAT §ARMT A &Y, cifeheT 3o¢ 319t GISehIoT 7 31Tereh AT glet &
TIRYHT AT

“Before the injury, Ashmita was already a good player and a very good talent.

“TIT J ggel, ATRATT Tgel H & Teh T TWelal AR agd 31T afasm 2|

S
She has a good smash and nice movement, but unfortunately, at the wrong time, she had
to take a break because of the injury,” the South Korean told PTI.

3eTeh UTH 3renT T 3R AER FAFHT &, Afthe goivg @, ITod THY W AT & HROT 3¢ 3
AT TBT,” TR0 RIS e & PTI &Y S|

‘When she joined me, | thought, ‘Oh, she is a good player.’

‘ST 9§ A AT S, Y Hel Ha, ‘31, TE Teh <o S 81

But tactically and strategically, and also a little bit mentally, she had some problems.”
dfehet ToTelifers 3R AHRE T F, 3R o g oo AWTAF T F 8, 3¢ To AT o)

The World No. 50 Ashmita had to undergo surgery and an extensive rehabilitation period
after suffering a medial meniscus tear in her right knee during the Korea Open in 2024.

fared e 50 rRAAT I 2024 F FINAT AT o SR 391 Afeat geat F Afdwer Afvwy fww
Bt & a1g oIl 3R S ge7alie SR & e v

She returned in February next year and played 14 events.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page8



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

3ogiel TS g BIGH H aradt Fir 31K 14 wfaafranst 7 fezar form

This year she competed in a couple of events but then spent three months building
strength.

58 Y Segiel Ho TIRATIAT3 7 REaT form, oifhet 38 a1 diet #E 9l arhe dgrat &
IEGUY

She enjoyed a strong comeback on the BWF Tour with back-to-back quarterfinals at China
Masters and Malaysia Masters and then a semifinal appearance at the Macau Open.

3+l BWF EX TR QTG 1T hic] §U ATgell ARFCH 3R AQRIAT Aree# & R
FATEIPISA H STITE ToITS 3R TR #HTS AT H FHBIgAe b Tg |

Ahead of Sunday’s final, Park and Ashmita analysed Han’s game on video, with the coach
identifying unforced errors as the biggest obstacle.

IR & wEae & ugel, Uik 3 AT ¥ NfEA W g+ & Ao F1 faeayor fFar, S s a
HAPBIES T &l JI T31 ST8T & §9 H IgdeT|

“Yesterday, we also did a video analysis of her Chinese opponent.

“ehel, §HA SeTeh diell Tidadcedr &1 Af3aT farecryor off T

| told Ashmita, “Your biggest problem is your own mistakes.

Hoy HTRHAT & g, ‘TFERY T TS FHEAT TFERT 39T Tefarai ¢ |

You are making simple mistakes.

o |TUROT el faat X 6 8|

“But if you can reduce those simple mistakes, 100%, | promise you, you can win the title
today,” Park said.

“SAfehel IR TH 3eT FIURT IATTAT T e X Tehell &1, A 100%, H TAA FTET HIAT §, TH 1T
are Sfia grd 8),” 91 & gl

GS Paper 1: Society 10 August 2026
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10A8 | Ladakh preparing the ground for Independent India’s first caste census

AT A $T Igall AT ST1797eAT & fAT SefieT IR a1 @1 dggrw
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Ladakh preparing the ground for
Independent India’s first caste census

Vl!alta Sing

NEW DELHI

Ladakh, one of the two
youngest Union Territories
in the country, is set to lead
the way in demonstrating
how caste will be enumer-

Census Operations, Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh,
has concluded a three-day
Master Trainers’ Training
Programme for Census
2027 population enumera-
tion, marking the next
phase of field

ated for the first time in In- preparedness.
dependent India. The se- According to Chief Prin-
cond phase of the Census — cipal Census Officer, Amit

the Population Enumera-
tion (PE) — which starts on
August 17 in Ladakh and
other snow-bound areas, is
likely to ask questions on
40 parameters and pro-

Enumerators interact with residents during an awareness campaign
in Birbhum, West Bengal, as part of the Census 2027. PTI

Sharma, the three-day pro-
gramme provided compre-
hensive training on all as-
pects of Census 2027
population enumeration,
covering census concepts,

vide an open-ended co- on a mobile App. Respon- Ladakh’s case is pecu- and caste and demograph-

lumn for caste  dents who self-enumerate  liar as it was not among ic data collection.

enumeration. on Census portal are also  these 16 States and Union A senior government of-
While the ongoing exer-  required to do the same. Territories. Though the ficial said that, in the ab-

cise is India’s first digital
Census, officials are mak-
ing an exception for La-
dakh by printing a suffi-
cient number of paper
schedules. The move takes
into account the presence
of large defence establish-
ments in the region bor-
dering China and Pakistan,
whose locations cannot be
geo-tagged because of se-
curity concerns. The digi-
tal Census mandatorily re-
quires enumerators to
geo-locate the structures

As reported by The Hin-
du on July 6, the rehearsal,
or the “pre-test”, for the PE
phase was conducted from
July 1 to 20 in 16 States and
Union Territories, where
respondents, other than
those from Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, recorded their
castes in an “open co-
lumn”, or the enumerator
noted a resident’s caste as
declared by them. The
methodology is likely to be
retained in the final form.

questionnaire or the sche-
dule is yet to be notified by
the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of
India (RG&CCI), prepara-
tions have begun in La-
dakh and snow-bound
areas of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Himachal Pradesh,
and Uttarakhand to con-
duct PE from August 17 to
September 30, ahead of
the rest of the country,
where the exercise will be
conducted in February
2027. The Directorate of

sence of the pre-test in La-
dakh, the master-trainers
are being trained based on
tentative questions,
around 40, which are likely
to be notified this week.
“The broad contours have
been conveyed to us. This
time the questions are de-
scriptive and will also in-
clude caste. The caste co-
lumn will be open-ended,
and enumerators will re-
cord the name of the caste
as provided by the respon-
dent,” said the official.

Ladakh

FIAT HRA HT T8l ATl STATAT & fAT ST SR F:T @1 dggr@

e Ladakh, one of the two youngest Union Territories in the country, is set to lead the way in
demonstrating how caste will be enumer ated for the frst time in In dependent India.

eI, S & &l Tad 71T shg; AT T2l 7 & Ueh, Tg Ui et & 373r0ft at=) 51 T & o
TIAT HRA H Tgell I S FY 01T fohg TehR T STUai|

e The second phase of the Census — the Population Enumera tion (PE) — which starts on
August 17 in Ladakh and other snow-bound areas, is likely to ask questions on 40 parameters
and provide an open-ended column for caste enumeration.

STTATUTHT T GENT TUT — SAAREAT IAVTAT (PE) — il oleard 3R 317 fgATesTie &= 7 17
ITE T YE B, # 40 ATThT T 9T I STt A Fnfer arora & A wak garr #ierst ver e
STt S FHEAT g

o While the ongoing exer cise is India’s erst digital Census, oscials are mak ing an exception for
La dakh by printing a sue cient number of paper schedules.

ST acTAT 379-AT8 AR 1 agel fBforeer streror 8, 31 segra & fow gaiea gear 7
FTITSA ITHFAAT Fierel e 3HdTE T T8 &
¢ The move takes into account the presence of large defence establish ments in the region bor

dering China and Pakistan, whose locations cannot be geo-tagged because of se curity
concerns.

S8 SheH H e 3R IThEcTal 2l FAT & ot 877 # 99 T&T wfarsart & Hisieel 1 eare & wr
T &, TSieTeh TTiT T GR&T Harelt Feicnait o ot for-89r 78l foham ST Fehetr|
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The digital Census mandatorily requires enumerators to geo-locate the structures on a mobile
App.

RfSree STareroraT A AUTATRAT3T & forT Aarse U0 o A3 1 stnfars wurer fauifia st
farr gl

Respondents who self-enumerate on Census portal are also required to do the same.
SIOTAT TICeT IR FaT IIVTAT ket dTel SAIGTATIT o Tl 8 AT T 3T g

As reported by The Hinduon July 6, the rehearsal, or the “pre-test”, for the PE phase was
conducted from July 1 to 20 in 16 States and Union Territories, where respondents, other
than those from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, recorded their castes in an “open
co lumn”, or the enumerator noted a resident’s caste as declared by them.

S o g Rg e 6 SJems a1 RTE fenam o, PE =T & folw qameama ar “f-2we” 1 3 20 Jois

T 16 <1 3T ke AT TGt 3 AT feham aram &, SfeT 3fegegfereT Sifer iR tegegfera
SIS & JTelTdT 3 SACIAIN o 37T ST “Get Plerer” H el Y, YT I0TeATehell o foraredy
EART ITS 1S ST Y o TR

The methodology is likely to be retained in the <nal form.

38 yeHTd I 3Hfas T 7 10 @ T AT B

Ladakh’s case is pecu liar as it was not among these 16 States and Union Territories.
ICGIT T ATHCT [ATAST §, Fifh a8 o7 16 TSAT 3T g il G2t 7 enfier w1gr 27|

Though the questionnaire or the sche dule is yet to be notieed by the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India (RG&CCI), prepara tions have begun in La dakh and snow-
bound areas of Jammu and Kash mir, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand to con duct PE
from August 17 to September 30, ahead of the rest of the country, where the exercise will be
conducted in February 2027.

AT AR & AR Tkl 3R STAMOTAT HIF (RG&CC) SART TATeIel AT I i el
JTRgTRI R ST aTehl €, olfehal Seare T 513 3 heaAR, fEarerer geer AR 3ms &
feaTeoifed &t ¥ 17 3rered & 30 RAdaR d& PE IS et At il & gl a1 &, Sraer
& ST REH! & Iger @191, STRl T AT BRady 2027 F Ao R siee|

The Directorate of Census Operations, Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, has concluded a
three-day Master Trainers’ Training Programme for Census 2027 population enumera tion,
marking the next phase of «eld preparedness.

SITITOTAT HaTeleT foTeRiTerd, STF-Hedl 3R TEEIE o SATUTEAT 2027 T FAHEAT 07T & forw
et fearefi ARFET Eor¥t wiRvaToT SRl Q&Y forar &, St &Yy TRt & 3raTed =)ot 6l g@ifelm
el

According to Chief Prin cipal Census Oscer, Amit Sharma, the three-day pro gramme
provided compre hensive training on all as pects of Census 2027 population enumeration,
covering census concepts, and caste and demograph ic data collection.

Wmmaﬁﬂaﬁaam‘r?w, N gl FRISHE H S0 2027 Hr
STTEEAT ATUTAT o H Tgel3it IX eardeh GRIET0T eret fohar ara, fores Srererore #r sratrond
aur sfa 3 SAAIfRTRT 32T FT H@ag anfAe 21|

Asenior government of «cial said that, in the ab sence of the pre-test in La dakh, the master-
trainers are being trained based on tentative questions, around 40, which are likely to be
noticed this week.

Teh aRss TIFHRT TSR o gl foh cTegr@ 7 WI-8¥e & HATT H ATESI-CoARl I STaTeaT 40
I TeaAT & TR 9T FTATIT T 3T 387 8, ol 30 dedte Afgfad fhe smet & Femmaar
gl

“The broad contours have been conveyed to us. This time the questions are de scriptive and
will also in clude caste. The caste co lumn will be open-ended, and enumerators will re cord
the name of the caste as provided by the respon dent,” said the o<cial

“SqTqh TIXGT §H TdT ST 315 ¢ | 3T IR YA JUTATCHS ¢ 3R 57T ATTey i ofr enfdver fovam
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ST | ST T e GelT T, HR ITUTATRAT SRETAT SIRT SIS IS ST T ATH ot HYal,”
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GS Paper 1: Geography

10 August 2026
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10A8

Chinese authorities issue red alert as Typhoon Dolphin hits eastern coast

ST Sifehe & qaf a¢ & Tae W dieh JrfaaRal o 33 3rerd sl fomar

Rank River

1 Volga 3,530 km

2 Danube 2,850 km

3 Ural

4 Dnieper ~2,200 km

5 Don

Approx.
Length

2,428 km

~1,870 km

Russia

Russia

Major Countries

Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia,
Romania etc.

Russia, Kazakhstan

Russia, Belarus, Ukraine

People dressed in fancy costumes take part in a stand-up
paddle boarding festival on the Yauza River in Moscow,
Russia on Sunday.

Drains
Into

Caspian
Sea

Black Sea
Caspian
Sea

Black Sea

Sea of
Azov

Chinese authorities issue red alert as
Typhoon Dolphin hits eastern coast

BEIJING

Typhoon Dolphin made
landfall in densely populat-
ed eastern China on Sun-
day, authorities said, after
the storm triggered more
than 1,000 flight cancella-
tions, evacuations and a
top-level alert.

The centre of the ty-
phoon moved over the
coastline near Yuhuan City
in Zhejiang Province at
about 09:30 GMT, China’s
National ~Meteorological
Centre said. Maximum
wind speeds near the
centre were more than 150
kilometres per hour at the
time it made landfall, the
NMC said.

Nearly 1,400 flights in
and out of Shanghai’s two

Rain wrestle: A man tries to hold onto his umbrella amid strong
wind and downpour in Huangpu district, Shanghai, on Sunday. AP

main passenger airports
were cancelled on Sunday,
state broadcaster CCTV
reported.

The effects were felt as
far away as Hong Kong on
China’s southern coast,
where the weather obser-

vatory posted a record
high temperature of 36.9
Celsius, caused by warm
air pushed over the city by
Typhoon Dolphin.
Typhoon Dolphin
brought heavy rain and
strong winds to Japan’s

Okinawa before reaching
China. Seven people in
Okinawa suffered minor in-
juries and 5,290 house-
holds were left without
electricity, according to
the island’s government.

In Taiwan, dozens of fer-
ry services were suspend-
ed and more than 180
flights were cancelled.

China’s NMC issued a
red typhoon alert on Sun-
day, forecasting “extraor-
dinary torrential rain” in
some areas of central and
eastern Zhejiang.

Typhoon Dolphin’s ar-
rival in China comes two
weeks after Typhoon Noul
lashed southern Guang-
dong province, declared
by authorities at the time
as the strongest storm to
hit China this year.
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10A8. Chinese authorities issue red alert as Typhoon Dolphin hits eastern

coast

TG Sifehe & Yaf ac & THe W dieh JrfaFRat & 33 3rerd s fomar

Typhoon Dolphin made landfall in densely populated eastern China on Sunday, authorities
said, after the storm triggered more than 1,000 flight cancellations, evacuations and a top-
level alert.

3TRRIRET & AT o TTgHer Sifewet o AR Y il TSI arel dt et 3 aFcen &1, foaeh
STE, el o SROT 1,000 { 3FF 337 15g, ollelt ohl Toiehrell a1am X ITeIAH ER M 3l TR
e ar |

The centre of the typhoon moved over the coastline near Yuhuan City in Zhejiang Province
at about 09:30 GMT, China’s National Meteorological Centre said.

e & T A Rt g TATAT 6 TISHeT T gy AeT$HIT 09:30 GMT I ST it &
ggmamé:ﬁwmﬁmaal

Maximum wind speeds near the centre were more than 150 kilometres per hour at the time
it made landfall, the NMC said.

NMC & &gT T 38b dc & THTel b THY chg, o Telohe TR gaT Y Ifa 150 fFareies ufar
g ¥ 3 Y|

Nearly 1,400 flights in and out of Shanghai’s two main passenger airports were cancelled on
Sunday, state broadcaster CCTV reported.

LRI FHNE CCTV o T foh IAAGR T A61S & aT JHW I §aTs 37581 I 3HTeA-STed arelr

TIRTHT 1,400 33T TGE X & T3 |

The effects were felt as far away as Hong Kong on China’s southern coast, where the
weather observatory posted a record high temperature of 36.9 Celsius, caused by warm air
pushed over the city by Typhoon Dolphin.

SHHT THE et o TaTolt d¢ uR FEUT TaRIeT ofch FeHH TohdT a1, STgl ANAH JerATel o 36.9
TSl @fewara &1 Nepls 3o ATIAN Gof ThAT| SHHT HRUT TSHeT SlTethel GaRT AT T 3R
ol 1S I3 gar 2|

Typhoon Dolphin brought heavy rain and strong winds to Japan’s Okinawa before reaching
China.

et TET A TEe TG SNt o ST & farrar o sy & 3R A gard wgars|

Seven people in Okinawa suffered minor injuries and 5,290 households were left without
electricity, according to the island’s government.

EETq Y TR & IHeTER, HNeHATAT & F ST He §9 & T g¢ AR 5,290 w14 & frsren
3mqfef anfer g ars |

In Taiwan, dozens of ferry services were suspended and more than 180 flights were
cancelled.

ATSaTeT 3 Gotell Bt FaTE T T &7 97 31N 180 # 31 3311 g H & 1S |
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e China’'s NMC issued a red typhoon alert on Sunday, forecasting “extraordinary torrential
rain” in some areas of central and eastern Zhejiang.

et & NMC o IdaR 1 35 St 3rere STRT foham 3R #ear ar gt ST & $o et &
“ITATROT FHTR TN T T Al chereT ]|
e Typhoon Dolphin’s arrival in China comes two weeks after Typhoon Noul lashed southern

Guangdong province, declared by authorities at the time as the strongest storm to hit China
this year.

e # TSP SiTethel T ITTHA STFH A3 o G AI0N TAFTSIIT Ficl H TSTEN HeTed & & Toellg
amg&rr%l 30 AT ATAFRAT 7 38 30 9§ e 7 31 AT T AfFTmelt gt e famar
o

e Tropical cyclone areas-norther Australia, Caribbean sea area, West/East Africa,
Indian subcontinent, South China sea.

Name of the county/continent Name of the tropical cyclone
China/Japan Typhoon

Philippines Baguio

Caribbean Hurrican

Australia Willy-willies

India Toofan/Chakrawats

Conditions for formation of tropical cyclones-

e Takes birth only overwater body.

e Needs a good amount of moisture.

o Needs a temperature of 26.5 degrees centigrade.

e Enough Coriolis force is needed (rotational force of earth)
e Pre-existence of very low-pressure area.

e The vertical wind shear should be low.

GS Paper Il: Polity 10 August 2026
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Mayawati opposes ‘creamy layer’ in quotas for SCs, STs

AMTEGAY ¥ SCs, STs & REToT 7 ‘FrY ST &1 RAAer fwar

10A8

SC Collegium names Chief Justices for four High Courts

SC FIfIad & 9N 3T ATl F HET warrehelt & e yarad fFo

10A8

The stakes in India’s delimitation debate

IRE F INAAT Rag A gawFar e
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Mayawati opposes
‘creamy layer’ in
quotas for SCs, STs

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Sunday
opposed the ‘creamy layer’
concept in reservations for
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs), ar-
guing that affirmative ac-
tion was linked to social
transformation, economic
emancipation, and self-res-
pect. She also criticised the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) for “politicis-
ing” the issue.

“For the SC and ST sec-
tions, which have been di-
vided, oppressed and mar-
ginalised for centuries, it
[reservation] becomes a
crucial issue, especially
when caste-based hatred,
exploitation, torture, injus-
tice and atrocities show no
signs of abating,” wrote Ms.
Mayawati on X.

She said creamy layer
for SCs and STs is “against
the objectives” laid down
by the Constitution.

The BSP president ques-
tioned RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat over his recent re-
marks that reservation had
been politicised, creating
bitterness in society, and
that beneficiaries should
voluntarily give up the be-
nefits. She described the
RSS’s position a reflection

BSP president Mayawati

of a “casteist mindset”.

‘Casteist mindset’
“While the RSS chief re-
cently reiterated his state-
ment that, ‘Reservation
has been deliberately polit-
icised, leading to bitterness
in society, and that benefi-
ciaries of reservation
should voluntarily give up
its benefits.” In reality, this
is a casteist mindset that
may serve narrow political
interests, but undermines
constitutional objectives,”
she added in the post.
“Reservation is essen-
tially meant to provide the
constitutional and legal
right to equality on hu-
manitarian grounds to mil-
lions of exploited, op-
pressed, neglected, and
despised people who have
been victims of the caste
system for centuries.”

10A8. Mayawati opposes ‘creamy layer’ in
quotas for SCs, STs AMTEd! & SCs, STs &

HREHYOT A ‘AT AT &1 B B

e Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati on
Sunday opposed the ‘creamy layer’ concept in
reservations for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled
Tribes (STs), ar guing that asrmative action was linked to
social transformation, economic emancipation, and self-
respect.

SgeTel FATST ITET (BSP) Y@ ARTEd! A IaR 1 arfafad
sferat (SCs) 3R IreTafara sterenfart (STs) & 31RaTor #
Y AIT Y IR 1 AR R 3R G I iR
HHRIcHS HRATS AHATTh TR, 3T Fferd 3R 311
FAT H ST ES &

e She also criticised the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) for “politicising” the issue.
3egiel 3 HeS T “TSTATARIOT el o forw Iy
TIGATH TG (RSS) FT &Y MTeiraa Hi|

e “For the SC and ST sec tions, which have been di
vided, oppressed and mar ginalised for centuries, it
[reservation] becomes a crucial issue, especially when
caste-based hatred, exploitation, torture, injus tice and

atrocities show no signs of abating,” wrote Ms. Mayawati on
X

ATl & X 9% Fovm, “SC 3 ST woemt, shafedi &
Fanfoa, 3cfifsa AR afdv W R §, & forv Jg [31Re70T] v
Hgcaqot HEET 51 ST 8, [ &9 & a9, st shfar-memia
YOI, 20T, ATAAT, AT AR HATAR FH glat & g Hohed
oTe1 fear @ &1

e She said creamy layer for SCs and STs is
“against the objectives” laid down by the Constitution.

3ogiet gl foh SCs 3R STs & o Hre AT A@fFen=t ganr
et “Iegeal & fvger &1

e The BSP president ques tioned RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat over his recent re marks that
reservation had been politicised, creating bitterness in society, and that bene-ciaries should

voluntarily give up the be ne-ts.

BSP 37eg8T o RSS Y@ Algel STrae < giferam feoaforal o Harel 3o, TS gl e AT
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$Heh AT BI3 3 AR

e She described the RSS’s position a resection of a “casteist mindset”.

378 RSS & 3@ &I “FATfaardl A AFr &1 gfafsa samar|

‘Casteist mindset’

‘Sfaard) AT RARAT

e “While the RSS chief recently reiterated his statement that, ‘Reservation has been
deliberately politicised, leading to bitterness in society, and that bene- ciaries of reservation
should voluntarily give up its benests.’

“STafeh RSS JH@ o §Tel €1 H 379e1 ST STeT I SIGIAT foh, “HIRETOT HT SATAGSTRT T HTOT
foram aram &, Forarsy wamst #F gt Yer g€ ¥ 3R 3ReTor & emnfial A FaweT @ g6 e ol
&=t afger

e In reality, this is a casteist mindset that may serve narrow political interests, but undermines

constitutional objectives,” she added in the post.

3glel GIEC 7 37T9Y ohgl, “dRecid H, TE Ueh SAIfararal AATAFHAT 8, S Fh1oT Istelticren fRdt i gfct

X Tahcll §, olfohe] HAUTIAS 36841 T HHAR I 61

e “Reservation is essen tially meant to provide the constitutional and legal right to equality
on hu manitarian grounds to mil lions of exploited, op pressed, neglected, and despised
people who have been victims of the caste system for centuries.”

“3TR&TOT T el 3E42 3T 15! AN, 3cfsa, 3ufard 3K favesd @it &t AedT 3mR @
FATAAT FT Haenfarsw AR FEE HAFR et Ha 8, S afedi & snfer sqaeyr & R @ &1

SC Collegium names
Chief Justices for
four High Courts

i !’E !]]1!].1 !ureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant has
recommended Chief Justic-
es to four High Courts.

The Collegium, in a
meeting held on August 6,
of which the resolution
was published on Sunday,
has proposed new Chief
Justices to the High Courts
of Patna, Calcutta, Bom-
bay, and Punjab and
Haryana.

Delhi High Court judge,
Justice V. Kameswar Rao,
has been recommended
for elevation as the Chief
Justice of Patna High
Court. Justice Rao was ap-
pointed Additional Judge
of the Delhi High Court in
April 2013 and became a
Permanent Judge in March
2015.

Justice Ravindra V.

Ghuge, a Bombay High
Court judge, has been re-
commended for the Cal-
cutta High Court Chief Jus-
ticeship. Justice Ghuge is
presently serving as the
acting Chief Justice of Bom-
bay High Court after the
appointment of Justice
Shree Chandrashekhar to
the Supreme Court. He
was elevated as the judge
of the High Court in 2013.

The Collegium has pro-
posed Justice Mahesh
Chandra Tripathi, a judge
of the Allahabad High
Court, for elevation as the
Chief Justice of the Bombay
High Court.

Justice Ashwani Kumar
Mishra, whose parent High
Court is Allahabad and cur-
rently serving on the Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court Bench, has been re-
commended for the Chief

and Haryana High Court.

10A8. SC Collegium names Chief Justices
for four High Courts

SC Flaforad & 9N 3¢ FATATAl F qET
=ararea & 1 gEdaifad fRw

e The Supreme Court Collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant has recommended Chief
Justices to four High Courts.

IR & HET ~ATATENRT FHHIA Y ETETAT ITel FHHA HIE
FIATHIH o TR 3T w11 o T HET =IrATeiei &
ATAT T REIREr FT

e The Collegium, in a meeting held on August 6, of
which the resolution was published on Sunday, has
proposed new Chief Justices to the High Courts of Patna,
Calcutta, Bombay, and Punjab and Haryana.

emﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ,mmm
Y YRR FHAT 3T, TE=AT, Ferehal, a4 YT IorTa 3R
eRTOT 3%w FArTerat & foIT U HEy Farreel & A
gEdifad frw v g

o Delhi High Court judge, Justice V. Kameswar

Rao, has been recommended for elevation as the Chief
Justice of Patna High Court.

et 35T marTeT & FarTtir A=A & FERa I

Justiceship of the Punjab Y T B L L T,
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T UCHAT 3T AR o HET ~ARATRN o § & Yelewicl el hl (AR HT 978 B

e Justice Rao was ap pointed Additional Judge of the Delhi High Court in April 2013 and
became a Permanent Judge in March 2015.

=TI G T 38 2013 F feeell ITaT = araTery 1 JfciRerd =ararefer forgerd fovar arm 3k
AT 2015 # & TURN ararefrer s+

e Justice Ravindra V. Ghuge, a Bombay High Court judge, has been re commended for the
Cal cutta High Court Chief Jus ticeship.

FargEfet Wig Y. g2, S e 3T ~ARTerg & SRR €, i dhefehal 3T w a1 & HET
=ITATENeT & U & foIT ger: FAwrier i a1 &

e Justice Ghuge is presently serving as the acting Chief Justice of Bom bay High Court after the
appointment of Justice Shree Chandrashekhar to the Supreme Court.

SIH{ g3 dAHTA F Sl 3T ST F Fiags HEd cA-TRr & &9 # SRR ¢, Fiih
=TT A e A g g A A S Y

e He was elevated as the judge of the High Court in 2013.
3o 2013 H 3TT AT & =ATATENL & T F TelowAc fohaT AT 2T

e The Collegium has pro posed Justice Mahesh Chandra Tripathi, a judge of the Allahabad
High Court, for elevation as the Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court.

Flofoa# o Far#fd 73 Tg AITSY, S SelgTaIe 3od AT & FArATEer §, Y dieel 3o
TS & E ~ARITENT & § 3 Teleeid diet T T 62T 51

e Justice Ashwani Kumar Mishra, whose parent High Court is Allahabad and cur rently
serving on the Pun jab and Haryana High Court Bench, has been re commended for the Chief
Justiceship of the Punjab and Haryana High Court.

FATIHfe 3Tt FAR s, FoeTaT 7T 3ed AT ARG & 3 SiY Jciatet 3 SoTe 31

The stakes in India’s delimitation debate

EXPLAINER

Varghese K. George

‘The story so far:

he BIP is keen to kick offa fresh
delimitation of Lok Sabha
constituencies. It is trying to

gamer a two-thirds majority in
Parliament to pass a Constitutional
amendment for this purpose. In April
2026, it had moved the amendment but
could not pass it. The Centre has not
revealed its exact proposals. The proposals
that the Centre placed before Parliament in
the previous Session were the following:

) Increase the size of the Lok Sabha up

to a maximum of 850 seats; 2) distribute

ratio remains as of today.

“The 2027 Census i the first time that
data gathering has been completely
digitalised. Theoretically, it is possible that
the delimitation process could be quicker
than before. Ifthe exercise is not
completed before the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, it could continue into the term of
the next Lok Sabha and the government.

“The last Delimitation Commission was
appointed during A. B. Vajpayee’s tenure as
the Prime Minister, and its work was
completed during the firt term of the
Manmohan Singh government, with a Lok
Sabha election in 2004 in between. The
same can happen with the next
Delimitation Commission.

‘What will be the mandate of the next

Image 1
India AN
joint i,
family
Thiokod
o

‘S members| Total§ acres

What triggers delimitation? How will the 2027 Census affect seat allocation? Can the exercise be completed before 2029? Which States could

2members| Towal 4 acres
Share: 2acres each

in or lose seats?

THE GIST

The 2027 Census s set to
trigger a fresh delimitation of
Lok Sabha constituencies
under Articles 81 and 82, even
without a new Constitutional
amendment

v

The exercise could significantly
alter the distrbution of Lok
Sabha seats, with southern
States likely 10 lose their share
and Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Rajasthan Blkely to gain.

{hore sests. S ot Shace: Lacre each T screeacn
201 Censis throughafresh \fa fresh deli Redrawing constituency
the existing ‘Articles 81 and ; 2 :ﬂ: o ww‘y’;‘ g (:r
ooy e s yiofid 82, the ﬂ)lhw\na will happen. mage " .
women. “At present, the distribution of the 543 o Aol le N PtyA 0 aryn F""‘;‘"‘,"'{:{‘“f”“?s"
Acorng LokShia bt e vty o
provisions, a fresh delimitation is possible | on the population figures of the 1971 Dark Grey: 2 Seat Dark Grey: 0 Seats e e
only after the data of the 2027 Census is Census. When the benchmark changes Light Grey: 3 Seats Light Grey: 5 Seats
published, and reservation for women can | from the 1971
be rolled out only along with it. recorded inthe first Census ater 2026, the
seat distribution is likely to change (Table
What happens if there is no 1) Broadly speaking, the southern States
Constitutional amendmem" are likely to face a reduction in their share
Fora fresh of L , while the —
Constitational aendment s motreguired. | Hindsspeaking Sates, particulary Uttar
A fresh delimitation will be triggered soon | Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan, are likely to
after the data of the 2027 census is gain seats. The maximum number of Lo
published. The terms for the next Sabha seats allowed by the Constitution is
delimitation are already writtenintothe | 550. A third of the Lok Sabha seats
Constitution, principally in Articles 81 and | nationally, and one-third of the seats within
. A Constitutional amendment is achSae, willbe rserved for women.
Y if the existing any C
rembe | amendmen,th seq
changed. envisaged: s, the realocaion ook
Articles 81 after the the
data from the first C ducted aft I es within 42011 popolat
2006 is published, two things will happen. | States; and third, the implementation of
The first is a reallocation of the existing | women’s reservation - all tied to the oa il PSR S0 3':‘:; ;;;i”‘ o]
Hrength O the 10 St s the Sty | Comawanez Termtory g | " Temoy st
and Union Territories on the basis of AP, 2 e amil Nadu_|39 3
population recorded in that Census, which | How is the allocation of seatstoeach | aschal R e e 1
would, in this case, be the 2027 Census. State determined? Pradesh |2 pal UP. CR—
The second is the delimitation of individual | Think of India as one large joint family and | Assam ST we 2l lar
constituencies within each State. the States as family units. Bihar 43 [ar Chiattisgarh 11— 1111
Therehore,fthee s noConstutonal | Imagine tha ach vl acos the Goa H— Jharkhand {1414 Tis
amendment at all, there will be a joint fa entitled to one acre of land | Uit 3 27 Uttacakhand |5 Is pepulaton
delimitation exercise that must beginafter | Qmage 1. s family with Jeryan ! 5
the data of the 2027 Census & five acre: ith sev Yomatia 128 o N
seven ctes, sl s00n. Each famly then i 5
divided 1 5
that point, everyone got roughly the same -
share. In political terms, every vote had 2
roughly the same value. But then time 2
.S much faster 1 0
than others. In the larger families, the same 1 . 0
land had to be shared among more peopl 2 2 4 A
in the smaller families, fewer people T P T TS T —T —T
shared the same land. As a result, the value | “Sikkim 1 o o Total 543 sa1 [543
of each person's share began to differ.

Gearing up: A fresh delimitation wil be triggered
so0n after the data of the 2027 census is
published., SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Cana fresh delimitation be completed
before the 2029 Lok Sabha electi

“That s, in a sense, what has happened
to votes in India. In 1967, an MP across
most major States represented roughly four
to five lakh electors. Today, a MP from
Kerala represents about 14 lakh electors,
while in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, the figure
is around 19 lakh.

This variation is the result of a deliberate
decision by all parties, taken on two.
oceasions, in 1976 and 2001, not to punish
States that ilised their la

May or may not. In the past, delimitation
exercises took several years. The last one
was set up on 12 July 2002, after the 2001

on delimitation now needs to resolve.

What is gerrymanderin

When we discuss the democratic principle
of One Person, One Vote, One Value, the
first requirement s that every Lok Sabha
constituency should have roughly the same
number of voters. But equal rumbers
alone do not guarantee equal value for

support. I the second scenario, Party A's
voters are spread thinly across
constituencies. This is called cracking.
Although Party A has 40% of all voters, it
may not have enough support to win even
‘one constituency. Thus, 40% of voters
‘could end up with no representation at all

1n the third scenario, Party B's voters are
heavlly concentrated ina few

every vote. Why?

The C i hat leeway. The size
of Lok Sabha constituencies is not
necessarily based on a national average,

of
voters, the way those voters are grouped
can dramatically affect electoral outcomes.

Party B wis
but ends up wasting votes, allowing Party
Ato win more seas despite having fewer

Census. lis recommendations were which today would be about 18 lakh voters r asimpl nage 2).
implemented in 2008, and the 2009 Lok | per consti Article 81 seat s.Party Ahas20 | The way consumcuq/ boundaries are
Sabha elections newly | to beallocated States *so far as wppnﬂersand Party B has 30 supporters. | drawn can profoundly shape democratic
drawn constituencies. practicable”, on the basis of a national each with 10 3
The last delimitation did not involvea | average. This leeway for variation allows o Extracted f author’s

i s fora b i that In the first scenario, voters are introduction to “The
only the existing constituencies within can be in tension: federalism, or distributed fairly across the five Delimitation Debate: The
each State were redrawn. The last time Lok i , and Y, ‘The result Union and its Units,”
Sabha seats were reallocated among States | or one vote, one value. the overall vote <hare. Party Aand Party B iblished by The Hindu.
was in 1973, based on the 1971 Census. That |  And that is the ly in proportion to their Order the book here:

gRETT 3T FarATery Y e F HRRA B, 1 ot 3R gRATOT 357 ATy F FET Faraneir
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10A8. The stakes in India’s delimitation debate

R F TR Rae d sfawwFam

The terms for the next delimitation are already written into the Constitution, principally in
Articles 81 and 82.

31aTel AREHAT o FTTUTeT Tgel F & et &, 7eud: 3epeda 81 M 82 #, fA@ gu ¢l
2) A Constitutional amendment is required only if the existing constitutional provisions
relating to delimitation are to be changed.

2) wauTfore weltereT Fae asft 3Taeds § 919 IREAT & Fafta Alsper gdenfas wraemt &
ICog fRaT ST AN

Articles 81 and 82 mandate that after the data from the first Census conducted after 2026 is
published, two things will happen.

ITedg 81 R 82 Fg U 2 & 7o 2026 F g TN Tgell FATOTAT & HTehs TehIRIA
gie & dTg; & et gief|

Can a fresh delimitation be completed before the 2029 Lok Sabha elections?

FAT 2029 & ANHEHT AT & Tger 121 TREWAT G T 51 Fahert 22

The last time Lok Sabha seats were reallocated among States was in 1973, based on the
1971 Census.

sl & AT Shwsi Het T GATIAToT 3T TR 1973 F 1971 Y STAIVIEAT o TR 9T foparr
ERIR

If a fresh delimitation is triggered under the existing provisions of Articles 81 and 82, the
following will happen.

I areTede 81 3R 82 & Hisper WGt & ded a1 IREHT ¢F g 8, ar FeAfat@a g

At present, the distribution of the 543 Lok Sabha seats among the States is based on the
population figures of the 1971 Census.

FIHTT H 543 AFTAT Wl F7 TAT & o1 FIdA0T 1971 Y SAAIOTAT & STAHEAT HAlhal I
3menRa ¥l

In 1967, an MP across most major States represented roughly four to five lakh electors.
1967 # TR JHE@ Tl H Teh WHE ST IR A il ol HAGTATHT 7 T feica sear
1|

Today, a MP from Kerala represents about 14 lakh electors, while in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
the figure is around 19 lakh.

3TST el T Teh TS, TSI 14 AT AJSIATHT T FfafafRica aar g, Fafe 3ax ueer ik
fER # Ig T&IT o9THT 19 91 g

This variation is the result of a deliberate decision by all parties, taken on two occasions, in
1976 and 2001, not to punish States that had stabilised their populations.

Ig TAwatc el goil garT 1976 3R 2001 # &Y HTERT W foIT 31U 38 STeAgsient foht 1w oy
&1 IRUTA 8, Torde dgd 37 T2l &l &S A8 it T fAuTr form ara &, faiwgler 3raefy
STAGET S TR 1 forar am|

The Constitution gives that leeway.

T 58 YR 1 O YT HT o

The size of Lok Sabha constituencies is not necessarily based on a national average, which
today would be about 18 lakh voters per constituency.
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AT [AaTae 83T &7 3R 3ifaar & & TS 3 ad 91 3menRa 781 &, S 3T ufa

foraTereT &Y SI9T919T 18 oT@ AdSIAT gl

Article 81 requires seats to be allocated among States “so far as practicable”, on the basis of

a national average.

HeTedg 81 Toalt & T WNet & 311dest & fAw, ‘STl a caragiRe g7, T e & IR |

SYTEAT HIAT B |
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Two-thirds of nursing staff not listed in national registry: data

vy AR o fargré AR el ehaay @ A

Two-thirds of nursing staff not
listed in national registry: data

Only 14.24 lakh of the country’s 46.02 lakh registered nursing personnel are enrolled on Nurses

Registration and Tracking System, or NRTS, resulting in delays in accessing many basic services

Soibam Rocky Singh

NEW DELHI

ore than two-

thirds of India’s

registered nurs-
ing workforce are yet to be
brought under the Nurses
Registration and Tracking
System (NRTS), despite the
digital platform having
been introduced over se-
ven years ago to create a
national registry and
streamline registration-re-
lated services.

Government data tabled
in the Lok Sabha last
month show that only
14.24 lakh of the country’s
46.02 lakh registered nurs-
ing personnel — compris-
ing Auxiliary Nurse Mid-
wives (ANMs), Registered
Nurses and Registered Mid-
wives (RN & RM), and Lady
Health Visitors (LHVs) —
have been enrolled on the
platform, leaving 31.78 lakh
outside the national
system.

The incomplete rollout
has left many nurses wait-
ing months for No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCs) re-
quired to change their
place of employment,
while others seeking over-
seas employment have en-
countered delays in cre-
dential verification,
affecting their career op-

Incomplete registration

State-wise figures point to stark disparities in implementation
of the NRTS. A look at the States ranked at the top and bottom

Total

Enrolled

Yet to be

State personnel | on NRTS | enrolled SoiEaes
Bihar 62,591 62,020 571 99.1%
Jharkhand 27,160 24,640 2,520 90.7%
Odisha 98,194 78,244 | 19,950 79.7%
Nagaland* 6,808 1,024 5,784 15.0%
Karnataka* 5,58,851 | 82,194 | 476,657 | 14.7%
Tamil Nadu* 4,76,264 57,084 | 4,19,180 12.0%

*bottom-ranked States  (data tabled in Lok Sabha last month)

portunities and
livelihoods.

The State-wise figures
point to stark disparities in
implementation. Karnata-
ka, which has more than
5.58 lakh registered nurs-
ing personnel, has en-
rolled only around 82,000
on the NRTS. Tamil Nadu,
with over 4.76 lakh regis-
tered nurses and mid-
wives, has enrolled just
57,000, while Andhra Pra-
desh has brought only
92,000 of its 4.52 lakh re-
gistered personnel onto
the platform. Kerala has
enrolled about 1.5 lakh of
its 4.2 lakh registered per-
sonnel. The rollout, ho-
wever, has been relatively
successful in a few States.
Bihar has enrolled 62,020
of its 62,591 registered

nursing personnel on the
NRTS, making it one of the
best-performing  States.
Jharkhand has brought
24,640 or around 90% of
its 27,160 registered per-
sonnel under the system.

MP’s letter

Congress MP Anto Antony
recently urged Union
Health Minister J.P. Nadda
to complete the enrolment
of all registered nurses and
issue National Unique
Identity (NUID) cards with-
in six months.

In a recent letter to the
Health Minister on July 30,
the MP said the incomplete
implementation of the
NRTS had caused consider-
able hardship to nurses,
particularly those seeking
NOCs, inter-State registra-

tion and verification of cre-

dentials for overseas
employment.
The NRTS was launched

by the Indian Nursing
Council (INC) in associa-
tion with the National In-
formatics Centre (NIC) to
maintain a live national re-
gister of nursing personnel
and provide a common on-
line platform for primary
registration, renewal, reci-
procal registration, higher
qualification registration
and other services.

Meanwhile, nursing or-
ganisations argue that the
uneven implementation
has undermined the very
purpose of creating a cen-
tralised digital registry.
The Indian Professional
Nurses Association (IPNA)
contends that several State
Nursing Registration Coun-
cils continue to process re-
gistration, renewal and re-
ciprocal registration
through their own sys-
tems, resulting in delays
and duplication.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Siju Thomas, Joint Secre-
tary of the IPNA, called the
NRTS “the hope of nurses
across the country” and al-
leged that its failure was
the result of “mismanage-
ment and lack of accounta-
bility” on the part of the
INC.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
L

10A8. Two-thirds of nursing staff not listed in national registry: data

ey oY o forgré At e qehaay @

e More than two thirds of India’s registered nursing workforce are yet to be brought under the
Nurses Registration and Tracking System (NRTS), despite the digital platform having been
introduced over seven years ago to create a national registry and streamline registration-
related services.

AR & Totirel AR FRITe 3 &I-TdeTs & T st 3t 379 oo aiifar AoreeerT us ¢fFar
fRATEH (NRTS) & el w181 oI AT &, ST TS IEET FoTet 31N Ishanvor Haef) darsit
P FeARAT HYet & ToIw 34 Ffoieer coehial &1 ara a¥ & T daa gger & faam arar am|

e Government data tabled in the Lok Sabha last month show that only 14.24 lakh of the
country’'s 46.02 lakh registered nursing personnel — comprising Auxiliary Nurse Mid wives
(ANMSs), Registered Nurses and Registered Midwives (RN & RM), and Lady Health Visitors
(LHVs) — have been enrolled on the platform, leaving 31.78 lakh outside the national

system.

o FE ANFHST & TETT THRY st & Tl TeTall & 1o U & 46.02 AT Tl Afar
Tt — o731 weras 74 a1t (ANMs), Teiiga ¥ 31X Gofige &34t (RN & RM), a4t st
o fafSred (LHVs) aiffel § — & & harel 14.24 1@ 1 $H Telchid W Yailehe fohar aATE,
STfeh 31.78 AT SR ISET YOTell H S8 g

GS Paper Il: International Relations 10 August 2026
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Shifting sands
sgerd! aRfEufaat

10A8

Anew security triangle emerges with the Makkah Pact
HFHT AT F WY TS 741 FI&T HHI0r 38 &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Shifting

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Tirkiye will

struggle to create credible deterrent
T he joint defence agreement, signed by Pa-

kistan, Saudi Arabia and Tiirkiye in Mec-

ca on August 7 reflects their shared stra-
tegic anxieties and the changes under way in
West Asia’s security architecture. The three coun-
tries have pledged to bolster collective security
and deterrence, and promised to treat an armed
attack against one as an attack against all. On
paper, this is a formidable alliance. Pakistan is a
nuclear-armed country with a powerful military;
Saudi Arabia, one of the world’s largest crude oil
exporters, has deep pockets and considerable in-
fluence across the Muslim world; and Ttirkiye has
an expanding military industrial base, including
advanced drone production capabilities. That
the pact was announced in the middle of the war
on Iran and Israel’s continuing bombing cam-
paigns in the region is no coincidence. Faced
with the prospect of reduced American strategic
presence in West Asia, regional powers have be-
gun looking beyond the traditional U.S. security
umbrella for new partnerships. In September
2025, a few weeks after Israel bombed Qatar, Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia announced a bilateral de-
fence agreement. The war on Iran, which saw
Tehran retaliating by striking U.S. bases across
the Persian Gulf, and Israel’s wars in its neigh-
bourhood, have further deepened the security
concerns of Saudi Arabia and Tiirkiye. They have
now decided to turn the page on their often
fraught relationship and build a trilateral frame-
work with Pakistan, which fought a short aerial
war with India in May 2025.

This agreement shows the growing appetite of
regional powers for formal security pacts. Tiirki-
ye, which has long sought a bigger role in West
Asia, will gain more strategic space. Pakistan, tra-
ditionally a South Asian regional power oversha-
dowed by India, is also seeking to expand its role
as a West Asia security provider and mediator.
The alliance would allow the three countries to
deepen defence cooperation and military inte-
roperability though it is too early to say whether
it would help them address their security chal-
lenges. Alliances based on collective security,
such as NATO and CSTO, are generally formed to
build deterrence against conflicts. The biggest lia-
bility of the Mecca Agreement is that it was
signed amid ongoing wars. Over the past five
months, Saudi Arabia has faced repeated Iranian
missile and drone attacks. The collective security
pledge is unlikely to deter Iran from targeting U.S.
bases in Saudi Arabia if the war, currently on
pause, escalates further. Existing conflicts, there-
fore, make the promise of collective defence lar-
gely symbolic from the very outset. So, the cred-
ibility of the Mecca Agreement will ultimately
depend on whether the three partners can turn
their political commitment into a credible deter-
rent, which is currently non-existent.

10A8. Shifting sands
sgadr gRfEufaar

e The joint defence agreement, signed by Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Turkiyein Mec ca on August 7 reflects their shared stra
tegic anxieties and the changes under way in West Asia’s security
architecture.

7 31ITEA T AFRT A TfhEarel, FFar e 3R JFFA eanT gEameiia
TYeFT &I FHSIAT Sofeht AT IoTAfres FRiamait 3 affersr vl #r
F&TT STTEAT H 1 7§ TRaclall bl G g

e The three countries have pledged to bolster collective security
and deterrence, and promised to treat an armed attack against one as
an attack against all.

ot =it o wreAfee FETT 3R TR &TdT 1 #oTdd Al &l Heohod
forar § 3R I8 arer foRar ¢ 6 vk ¢or & faeey aered goven @it &
faeeer gHel AT SITeam|

e Pakistan is a nuclear-armed country with a powerful military;
Saudi Arabia, one of the world’s largest crude oil exporters, has deep
pockets and considerable influence across the Muslim world; and
Turkiyehas an expanding military industrial base, including advanced
drone production capabilities.

fFEaTe Toh TRATI]-HRE S § foreh orer aferaremelr 91 §; w3y
3R, ST 1T & TIY 9§ FHed Aol 2Tt H ¥ Ueh 8, & U qiied
Faefrer siTerer IR X e R o wafe wama & 3k g & o
mgmﬁmaﬂa@ﬁawé,mﬁmagammﬁaﬂ
nfAer &1

e That the pact was announced in the middle of the war on Iran

and Israel’s continuing bombing cam paigns in the region is no
coincidence.

Ig TAET 161 ¢ o S8 GHASH Y ENTOT §T0T T IS 3R & H o
& TINOR TAIRY RIS Fr s

e Turkiye, which has long sought a bigger role in West Asia, will
gain more strategic space.

R, S o Ty & uf¥ersT ofv 3 a2 s7fe & doirer FaT W §,
FI AT Torehfas T 9red g |

e Alliances based on collective security, such as NATO and CSTO, are generally formed to
build deterrence against conflicts.

NATO 3R CSTO S WIHfes G T TR ITSHET FIHATT: TS o Taoey T
&THAT [A A e & faIv aa1v o &

e The biggest liability of the Mecca Agreement is that it was signed amid ongoing wars.
HEFHT GAFT T Gl T3 HAGRT T6 ¢ o 58 N A Iyt & ey geaer v |

e Over the past five months, Saudi Arabia has faced repeated Iranian missile and drone

attacks.

o 9T AGIAT & SRTeT, AT 3RT FT TR-TR &Y FAAS 3 T gH7al 7 TATHAT AT I5T

gl
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A new security triangle emerges with the Makkah Pact
EGSILIR

he Makkah Joint Defence Agreement

(MJDA), signed on August 7, 2026, by the

top leaders of Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye and
Pakistan, is the first regional realignment since
the geostrategic tsunami of the United States-Iran
war. While the MJDA text has not been revealed,
the joint statement issued specifically states that
“any armed attack against any one of the three
states shall be regarded as an attack against them
all”.

This echoes infamous Article 5 of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) — never
invoked — leading speculators to claim that the
MJDA was a harbinger of a “Muslim NATO”. It
appears to be part of a jerky Saudi response to
specific security challenges, including a Strategic
Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA) with Pakistan
last year and a 14-country Multinational Maritime
Defence Alliance (MMDA) in the last week of July.

Shifting alignments, uncertain stakes

Any analysis of the MJDA faces multiple
uncertainties, including ongoing regional
turbulence, partners’ previous karma, and their
varied expectations. This hazy context creates a
push-pull effect: from anticipation of the MJDA
having profound cascading implications to it
being a seemingly desultory, inconsequential
response to their asymmetric defence and
security challenges. Some also see it as inducing
counter-polarisation and alarming other
stakeholders from Iran and its non-state allies,
Israel, Kurds, and Greece to the United Arab
Emirates and India. To walk back, the Saudi
Deputy Foreign Minister has clarified that it is
neither an effort to establish a military axis nor a
sectarian bloc. He denied any link to nuclear
ambitions or an arms race.

This denial is unlikely to pierce the statement’s
conspicuous silence about the precise threats that
the MJDA is geared to confront, the U.S.-Iran war
roiling the region, Israeli aggressiveness, threats
from the non-state actors, and the impact of
choke point constrictions. It also refrains from
either inviting like-minded regional powers to
join in or an uplink with the existing collective
security architectures provided by the Arab
League, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

Observers point out that the Arab-Muslim
world has remained divided against Israel for
close to eight decades. Hence, the prospect of the
MJDA being a precursor to a Muslim NATO
polarised against Iran and its Arab proxies
appears far-fetched at this stage. Moreover, even
as all three MDA signatories are allies of the U.S.
(which remains suspiciously silent), it is unclear if
it is meant to substitute the regional Pax
Americana or to serve as a surrogate for the
ancien régime. In the same vein, if the proposed
Muslim NATO in future decides to confront Israel,
the U.S. would have scored its own goal.

Moreover, the MJDA is beset by various snags.
The Saudis have bitter memories of the Ottoman

Mahesh Sachdev

Retired Indian
Ambassador,
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Arab world and
oil issues

Depending on
how different
scenarios
unfold, the
Makkah Joint
Defence
Agreement
(MJDA) could
affect India’s
interests in
several ways

rule, which brutally suppressed the Al-Saud. For
similar reasons, from Tiirkiye, Ankara’s boots on
the ground have been shunned by most
post-independence Arab regimes.

Till recently, Tiirkiye promoted the Sunni
outfits such as the Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas
and motley Syrian militias, many of which are
anathema to the Gulf regimes. Tiirkiye’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Neo-Ottoman ambitions
to lead the Sunni Islamic world collide with the
Kingdom’s self-image of being the Custodian of
Islam’s Two Holiest Shrines. Riyadh does not
continence playing second fiddle to Turkey or
any other Muslim power. President Erdogan had
a testy relationship with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) over the 2018
murder of Jamal Khashoggi, a U.S.-based Saudi
journalist, in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.
Turkish leaks on this episode sullied MbS’s image,
making him a western outlier.

On the other hand, Pakistani troop
deployments in Saudi Arabia in the past resulted
in frictions due to chain of command disputes,
Islamabad’s refusal to have its troops shorn of
Shias and its reluctance to confront Iran or
Yemen. Armed forces in Tiirkiye and Pakistan
have a long-standing tradition of Bonapartism.
Saudis have kept armed forces and the National
Guard, both with an American-styled set up, out
of politics since the Ikhwan militia insurrection
(the late 1920s) and the Makkah siege of 1979.
Both Tiirkiye and Pakistan have an active border
with Iran - offering a potentially lucrative
post-war economic bonanza that they would be
loath to forego. Pakistan’s enthusiasm for the
MJDA is circumscribed by its 900 kilometre-long
border with Iran, a large Shia minority, internal
security challenges and hostility with India and
Afghanistan. In a typical doublespeak, last week,
Pakistan began formal discussions on a Free
Trade Agreement with Iran, notwithstanding the
U.S. sanctions, the MJDA and the SMDA.

Riyadh’s security needs

The MDA is clearly fulcrumed around Saudi
security requirements, which Riyadh expects
Tiirkiye and Pakistan to mitigate as part of a
“friends with benefits” arrangement. However,
the current threats faced by Saudi Arabia are
complex and asymmetric, ranging from air
attacks on its vital and vulnerable oil and civil
infrastructure by Iran and its proxies, the
closures of the Strait of Hormuz and Bab
al-Mandeb and the possible insurrection by the
restive Shia minority. It is unclear if Tiirkiye and
Pakistan can meet such challenges, where the
U.S. Central Command, with its large,
long-standing presence and state-of-the-art
equipment, failed. The new allies could perhaps
upstage the U.S. in having more boots on the
ground in Saudi Arabia, but the Kingdom is
unlikely to face a ground invasion. Moreover,
relying on foreign forces to address internal
security challenges would be bad optics for the

Kingdom. The foregoing is not to deride the MJDA
as merely a cosmetic exercise. It symbolises the
congruence of the three large Sunni powers with
considerable complementarity: the Saudi $83
billion defence budget, Tiirkiye’s booming
military industrial complex exporting $10 billion
annually and Pakistan’s 6,60,000-strong armed
forces. Their defence and security
cross-pollination through military exercises,
interoperability of weapon systems and
co-production and development of hardware
would be beneficial to them all. Additionally,
Tiirkiye and Pakistan could gain political
influence in the Kingdom and enrich themselves.
At this stage, the MJDA’s future appears
uncertain. It may flourish if a low-burn attrition
war continues to ripple through the region.
Ironically, if an all-out shooting war breaks out,
Tiirkiye and Pakistan may be hesitant to commit
forces against Iran, their neighbour. At the other
end, if peace prevails, the MJDA would become
superfluous. A market share scrimmage among

the oil exporters would create a glut, affecting the _

Saudi capacity to bankroll the MJDA partners.

Having suffered Iranian doggedness and
Trumpian tantrums, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf
Arabs are currently experimenting with various
security alternatives. The Saudis began the SMDA
with Pakistan last year and have felt the need for
an MMDA and MJDA. They do not appear to be
playing a zero-sum game between semi-reliable
Pakistan and India. U.S. President Donald
Trump’s unreliability was on full display to the
Saudis recently in his last-minute Abraham
Accords rider to the recent nuclear agreement
with the Kingdom. The Saudis may not wish to
further complicate their dependence on Uncle
Sam by deepening their entanglement with
Ankara and Islamabad, both ultimately subject to
Washington’s dictates.

The implications for India
Depending on various scenarios panning out, the
MJDA can impact India’s interests in multiple
ways. While India needs to keep a steely eye on
Pakistan’s attempt to align the MJDA partners
with it against India, New Delhi should not
overreact. As the world’s third-largest crude oil
importer, India is slated to drive global demand
for the next 15 years. India has been the
Kingdom’s third-largest market and second
largest trading partner. Like Saudi Arabia, India
has been both a consistent and moderate
pro-status quo power amenable to simpler
paradigms of economic complementarity.
Riyadh finds ties with India uncluttered by
extraneous considerations. India is a
geo-strategically safe bet for the turbulent Gulf.
Riyadh, facing a huge paradigm shift, is most
unlikely to wade into supporting Pakistan’s
adventurism against India. So, while the MJDA
may give Islamabad an adrenaline high,
Pakistan’s quest to match India’s rise through
military fluster in West Asia is unlikely to succeed.

10A8. Anew security triangle emerges with the Makkah Pact
HFHT GHSANT & AT T 731 JI&T BFHor 3sar @

e This echoes infamous Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) — never

invoked — leading speculators to claim that the MUDA was a harbinger of a “Muslim NATO”.

Ig 3 edifes Tl Haraa (NATO) & FEAN Hefeddg 5 1 yiaeafeal :zdr g — S Fell oy
oTeT TR T I — TS HROT $5 fAelNeh! ¥ 2TaT R foh MIDA T “Af¥e# NATO” T 3rargd

gl

e It appears to be part of a jerky Saudi response to specisc security challenges, including a
Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA) with Pakistan last year and a 14-country
Multinational Maritime Defence Alliance (MMDA) in the last week of July.
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It also refrains from either inviting like-minded regional powers to join in or an uplink with the
existing collective security architectures provided by the Arab League, the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

g THATT TTAREURT aTell 811 ATFAT T ST M glet o foIw AT a1 I7 IR e,

FEAITAF TEANT WIS 3R WY WeAT IR (GCC) GaRT Telet i 1S Hisjer i JIat
SaET3t & S5 A o TREST AT B

Turkiye’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s Neo-Ottoman ambitions to lead the Sunni

Islamic world collide with the Kingdom'’s self-image of being the Custodian of Islam’s Two
Holiest Shrines.

df&d & Tegufa W deaT valane A 79- et HecarHiaiy, STt 33T Foall Sl
o T Acd AT &, T T 3 FF-BIa T THITCH ¢ (o He a8 SETH & ar Fadt i wora
T EI&TH ¢ |

The implications for India

HRa & fore fafgard

Depending on various scenarios panning out, the MJDA can impact India’s interests in
multiple ways.

fafiesr Femfaa aRgeat & 3MUR W, MIDA R & el Y F$ alT & geonfaa H g 8|

While India needs to keep a steely eye on Pakistan’s attempt to align the MJDA partners with
it against India, New Delhi should not overreact.

R I ITfREdT GaRT MIDA & BISIGRT I AR & faSeer 39t A1 NS & AT W F3Y
FIRTEY T@ TRT, AifeheT 778 feolr ot 31fa-ufaferar a8 sveely nfu|

As the world’s third-largest crude oil importer, India is slated to drive global demand for the
next 15 years.

e & Y FaW 93 Foo A AT & T F HRA 39T 15 gt deh JT¥aeh HIT T 3T STt

aTelT 2T Sefet aTel &
India has been the Kingdom'’s third-largest market and second largest trading partner.
HRA AT T VAT Ha 37 TR 31 g0 @ T37 AT AER G 8

Like Saudi Arabia, India has been both a consistent and moderate pro-status quo power
amenable to simpler paradigms of economic complementarity.

AT 3T & G, HR 1 Teh e 3R 3R Funfeufe aods afFa @ g, s 3nfde qear
& e G o 3He]hel B

Riyadh finds ties with India uncluttered by extraneous considerations.
Rare &1 5k & A1y Faer Feraeas anedt frant & 7 ord 8
India is a geo-strategically safe bet for the turbulent Gulf.

37RITT WISY 819 & Tl $IRd Ueh 8-l w9 & gefara fawew g1

Riyadh, facing a huge paradigm shift, is most unlikely to wade into supporting Pakistan’s
adventurism against India.

T 93 gfa#Aer aRads 1 e ar 2 3B R, W%ﬁﬁymimwm
FX H ATHS glet T HHTGAT AT @A

So, while the MUDA may give Islamabad an adrenaline high, Pakistan’s quest to match India’s
rise through military cluster in West Asia is unlikely to succeed.

sgfeIT, STafch MIDA STTATEIG Sl 3cHTE T &T0T UGTd Y Tehdll ¢, TTdH UTAAT H T+ ~uster
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Using cultural connect and advertising to build consumer awareness and brand
differentiation
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Valley of plenty: Farmers collect almonds at a
village in Pulwama district of Jammu and Kashmir
on Sunday. Almond cultivation is a key
agricultural activity in the Kashmir Valley,
contributing to the livelihoods of thousands of
families.

Rank Country Key Region/Fact

1

g B~ w N

United States California dominates U.S. production and the global almond industry
Australia Major production in the Murray—Darling region

Spain One of Europe's leading almond producers
Turkiye Important Mediterranean/West Asian producer
Morocco Important North African producer
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The cost of unconditional cash transfers

Data show that an overemphasis on cash transfer schemes is bound to eat into investments needed for other public service sectors such as education

| DATA POINT |

Dipa Sinha

Vijay Ram S.
n August 1, the Delhi Chief
Minister launched the
Lakshmi Yojana which will

provide eligible women with an
Unconditional Cash  Transfer
(UCT) of 2,500 per month, fulfill-
ing one of the ruling party’s cen-
tral promises during the Assembly
elections. With this, Delhi joins the
list of States/UTs which now have
such a UCT scheme for women.

Over the last two years, many
studies, including the Economic
Survey and the 16th Finance Com-
mission (FC) report have raised
concerns over the increasing fiscal
burden of such schemes. Recent
reports show that in States such as
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh,
the number of beneficiaries has
been reducing in the name of ra-
tionalisation. In Delhi, even before
the scheme has been rolled out,
restrictive criteria such as requir-
ing a recommendation from the lo-
cal MLA or MP have been includ-
ed, plausibly to keep the numbers
in check. Evaluations of these
schemes show that the money re-
ceived by women is mostly spent
on useful expenditures such as
food, health and education. The
usual barriers to access such as
lack of documents, access to
banks, and errors in digital records
also remain. The question to be
asked going forward is whether
the finances for these schemes are
coming at the cost of other invest-
ments in public services such as
education and health. Chart 1
shows the expenditure of these
schemes relative to total expendi-
ture and the expenditure of these
sectors for some major States.

As a proportion of total State ex-
penditure, expenditure on these
UCT schemes range from over 10%
in Jharkhand to less than 0.3% in
Himachal Pradesh. According to
the 16th FC report, almost 44% of
State expenditure is tied up in in-

terest payments, pensions and sal-
aries; this indicates that States do
not have much space to ma-
noeuvre towards financing new in-
itiatives or investing in necessary
infrastructure. The 16th FC also
shows that the States’ social sector
revenue expenditure as a propor-
tion of total revenue expenditure
has remained stable since 2011-12.
However, as a proportion of GDP
they show a declining trend since
2020-21, indicating that there has
been no commensurate increase
in spending on these sectors with
the increase in spending capacity.

In Jharkhand, Karnataka and
West Bengal, which happen to
have the largest UCT schemes, the
spending on UCTs is more than
half the entire spending on educa-
tion (Chart 2). Further, in Jhark-
hand, Karnataka, West Bengal,
and Maharashtra, the spending on
these schemes exceeds the entire
State spending on health (Chart
3). This shows that household be-
nefits notwithstanding, there is a
need for informed discussions on
what the long-term implications of
such schemes might be.

As these schemes expand, they
increase the fiscal burden on
States, which is likely to generate
pressure on other forms of social
sector spending, including exist-
ing expenditures towards provid-
ing health and education services.
Given the resource-constrained
position of State governments, this
is not an unreasonable apprehen-
sion. Over time, the implications
of underfunded public services
must be considered.

Some scholars have been argu-
ing that such cash transfers are a
‘compensation’ for the failure of
the state to create opportunities
for all. The timing of the cash
transfers, immediately before elec-
tions, has also led many to call
them a ‘dole’. It could be argued
that the recent protests demand-
ing better facilities and greater ac-
countability are an indication that
people are no longer satisfied with
only ‘compensation’ and demand
a fair share in resources.

Burden or benefit?

Data were sourced from the Reserve Bank of India. Dipa Sinha and Vijay Ram S are affiliated with the Centre for the
Study of the Indian Economy, Azim Premji University. Views expressed are personal
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Tablel: A State-wise list of unconditional cash transfer (UCT)
schemes, which have increased since 2023
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10A8. The cost of unconditional cash transfers
=T o1t STohe 3raoT &Y AT

e On August 1, the Delhi Chief Minister launched the Lakshmi Yojana which will provide
eligible women with an Unconditional Cash Transfer (UCT) of 2,500 per month, fulsll ing
one of the ruling party’s cen tral promises during the Assembly elections.

1 3T T el & HEIHA F e STl 1 R o, forereh dget are Afgensit s ufa
g 2,500 T FAT et a7 30T (UCT) YeTeT foram Sirear, Fed faenmarae gaarat & alret
TR UTES & IHE aTeT A W Th & I8
e With this, Delhi joins the list of States/UTs which now have such a UCT scheme for women.
38 A &, feoel 37 Usal/dgenfla wdelt i @t 7 anfier g arar g, Stet 319 Afgenait & fow
T UCT AT 8
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Over the last two years, many studies, including the Economic Survey and the 16th Finance
Com mission (FC) report have raised concerns over the increasing *scal burden of such
schemes.

el oY aut & 3w adferor 31 163 fae 3maker (FC) #r N9 afgd &3 3reaz=ii ¥ v
GISTAT3AT & Tod TSTRINT AT T ol [IdT e d ST &

Recent reports show that in States such as Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, the number
of benesciaries has been reducing in the name of ra tionalisation.

giferar et & gar gerar § o Agrrse 3k Jey yeor 5 Teat 7 arenfiat iy wear wr
GIFAHI Tl oh +ATH TR e FohdT 51T TET & |

In Delhi, even before the scheme has been rolled out, restrictive criteria such as requir ing a
recommendation from the lo cal MLA or MP have been includ ed, plausibly to keep the
numbers in check.

feeel 7, A1 o] 8ot @ Uge &1, T farermaes ar wiwe At Rwrier i smaegendr S
gidetTcHS Ales AR fohT a0 §, THad: AT dhr T&AT Y 0T F TW & fov |
Evaluations of these schemes show that the money re ceived by women is mostly spent on
useful expenditures such as food, health and education.

o1 TISTAT3 oh FHoATohel W Tl TeTclT § Tob ATTTATHT hT TTeeT =RTTRY b Jiferehier ieear sisrer,
Fareey 3R e S 39l A W @7 AT Sirar #

The usual barriers to access such as lack of documents, access to banks, and errors in digital
records also remain.

T # 3T el AHE STUTE, SI GeeTasil 1 F1, St den aga 3R Bforee sifderat #
Frear, ofr sah 'g'é gl

The question to be asked going forward is whether the *nances for these schemes are
coming at the cost of other invest ments in public services such as education and health.

379 o weet I8 § foF oFr s Aitan3il & fore faeir wamerT et 3R ey o 3
Ardsifore Aarait & fAaer Hr Head W 3T FHT 7R B

Chart 1 shows the expenditure of these schemes relative to total expendi ture and the
expenditure of these sectors for some major States.

E 1 $ YA Aol 7 3ol ASTA31 I gled dTel T I Fel 87 TUT 3T 8131 W gled arel 77 &
TIeT gATT Bl

As a proportion of total State ex penditure, expenditure on these UCT schemes range from
over 10% in Jharkhand to less than 0.3% in Himachal Pradesh.

Fol T G & 30Tl & & A, g7 UCT A3t T oI FIRES H 10% & HfqF & oot
TRATE 93T # 0.3% A &H dh 2|

According to the 16th FC report, almost 44% of State expenditure is tied up in in terest
payments, pensions and sal aries; this indicates that States do not have much space to ma
noeuvre towards ¢nancing new in itiatives or investing in necessary infrastructure.

169 T Jmaver i ROIE & ITAR, AT TF T AT 44% TEEAT ST $fararar, Feret R daer
ﬁémgm%;wﬂﬁﬂmﬁw%%uﬁ%waéqﬁﬁ%ﬁatmwmm%wgﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
#ﬁ?&r%ﬁva@mﬁ?ﬁﬂw Toel gl

The 16th FC also shows that the States’ social sector revenue expenditure as a propor tion of
total revenue expenditure has remained stable since 2011-12.

165 e 3T & FE 8 T oI § o ool ToTEd &7 o 37U o & H AT T VAT 8T

T TG T 2011-12 § R A1 g3 ¢

However, as a proportion of GDP they show a declining trend since 2020-21, indicating that
there has been no commensurate increase in spending on these sectors with the increase in
spending capacity.

glellich, GDP & JHe[UTd & &9 & 38 2020-21 ¥ fIRrae ST ygfer few@rs it &, forerd dehet
AT & o o0 &7AT A JEf8 & 31787 57 8131 W @I H IS FATII J& o el £ &
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In Jharkhand, Karnataka and West Bengal, which happen to have the largest UCT
schemes, the spending on UCTs is more than half the entire spending on educa tion (Chart
2).

FRES, Feiled R IRTA 91T, ST T TS UCT TISTATC g, 7 UCT IR glet aTell o TRY&T
W g AT F 4T & I I 37 & (I 2)|

Further, in Jhark hand, Karnataka, West Bengal, and Maharashtra, the spending on these
schemes exceeds the entire State spending on health (Chart 3).

Eh%h 3TTAT, IRWS, Failedh, YRYH T 3 AGRISE H o7 AT W glet dTell T I
SaRT TR W T 1A a1 Fof =77 A 31 § (T1€ 3)|

This shows that household be nests notwithstanding, there is a need for informed discussions
on what the long-term implications of such schemes might be.

Ig g2ffar ¢ o ee et & srasie, el Arstenait & drdemifore waat o GiHd @= i Aaedshdr
gl

As these schemes expand, they increase the *scal burden on States, which is likely to
generate pressure on other forms of social sector spending, including exist ing expenditures
towards provid ing health and education services.

SH-S 3T IISTAT3AT T TATAR BIAT &, T Tl W USRI ST Fard! &, [oray AT &9 &
I YFR F =47, Fae Fareey 3N ReT fard ger= el & o v Sire arel #Hisper o o
A &, I AT 3ot Bled I HHTAAT &

Given the resource-constrained position of State governments, this is not an unreasonable
apprehen sion.

=3 TR HT FATeT-HAT ufer w1 S@d gT, 78 M1 g 3¢ &1
Over time, the implications of underfunded public services must be considered.

AT F Y, IqaTed R adsfas Qansit & gal W) R fFar J&r anfge)

Some scholars have been argu ing that such cash transfers are a ‘compensation’ for the
failure of the state to create opportunities for all.

T [dedreil o1 e & 7o 0 Tehg Ha<or Fefl & ToIT 3raer Vet kel & A7 T fatherdl & forw
wep ‘arfafel §1

The timing of the cash transfers, immediately before elec tions, has also led many to call them
a ‘dole’.

AT & Sreh Ygel aTehe; RO fohT STt & HROT 8 S el o 3o ‘BT gl &

It could be argued that the recent protests demand ing better facilities and greater ac

countability are an indication that people are no longer satiseed with only ‘compensation’
and demand afair share in resources.

Ig deh 8T ST Tl & T Sge glaensit 3R it Sraraddt it #ier @1 et giforar yede &
STl T Hehel & o llaT 379 shefet “aaferafel & dyse w1eT & 3R wareait & 3fRra Reder v AT
L
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Using cultural connect and advertising to build
consumer awareness and brand difterentiation

Shakthi H

Doing up a room calls for
way more than just picking
the paint colour for the
walls. Long before choos-
ing a brand, homeowners
think about how they
would use the space — a
distraction-free work den,
a fun-themed child’s be-
droom or a cosy balcony?
They look for inspiration
and lifestyle ideas first. To
meet these consumers ear-
ly in their shopping jour-
ney, Indicus Paints creates
themed content on Pinter-
est centred around spaces
such as home-offices, stair-
cases, and balconies.

The Pinterest presence
has generated engagement
for the relatively new
brand, says Gokul Basker,
founder of Indicus Paints
and partner at VNC Group,
a diversified manufactur-
ing and distribution con-
glomerate based in Tamil
Nadu. Around half a mil-
lion consumers engage
with the content each
month, while total views
have run into 4-5 million,
along with saves and
shares, since the company
launched in 2021. He does
not, however, draw a di-
rect connection between
the engagement and sales.
The platform, he says,
gives people space to ex-
plore options at an early
stage, before finally choos-

Fal 3R a7 Fradeor & fator & foe wivpfas s ik s w1 sar

ing a paint brand. This dis-
tinction matters in a cate-
gory where the person
buying the paint is not al-
ways the one deciding on
the brand.

Depending on the seg-
ment, homeowners may
turn to painters, contrac-
tors, civil engineers, archi-
tects, or dealers for advice
and recommendations.
The consumer may have a
veto but it is rarely exer-
cised, Mr. Basker says.

For Indicus Paints, the
VNC Group’s first consum-
er brand, awareness forms
an important first step in a
category that is getting
crowded with the entry of
many new players with big
pockets (like Birla Opus).
The Indian paints and coat-
ings market is estimated at
%1 lakh crore, with a CAGR
of 9% driven by rapid ur-
banisation, real estate ac-
tivity and rising personal
income. Decorative paints
command 75% of this mar-
ket and Asian Paints is the
clear leader.

Grabbing attention

Indicus, says Mr. Basker, is
in the awareness creation
phase, ensuring the name
is not unfamiliar to a con-
sumer when a contractor
recommends it. He ob-
serves younger consumers
taking a greater interest in
paint selection today, re-
searching colours and fin-

Drishti Bommai: Reviving The Tradition, a documentary on figurines
seen on South Indian rooftops, is one of Crosssections’ project.

ishes, and arriving for the
purchase armed with more
information than earlier
generations.  Instagram
and other social media
have made consumers
more discerning, he says.

Advertising is one of the
ways in which the brand is
building initial awareness.
Mr. Basker says the mass-
market communication us-
es humour and entertain-
ment to establish Indicus
as a new and bold brand.
Longer-term initiatives
such as serving as the co-
title sponsor of the reality
TV show Super Singer Ju-
nior 11 help in sustaining
brand recall in a category
where the consumer may
repaint a home only once
in several years.

Then there are the tar-
geted efforts, such as
Crosssections — a microsite
within the brand’s website

that’s focused on architects
and people interested in
art and culture.

Visual symbolism

One of the projects under
Crosssections is Drishti
Bommai: Reviving The Tra-
dition, a documentary on
the striking charm figu-
rines seen across South In-
dia on rooftops, at the en-
trances of new buildings,
and on vehicles. The film
looks at the cultural beliefs
surrounding the figures,
the visual symbolism of
their distinctive features
and the traditional craft-
smanship involved in their
making. It also captures
the difficulties faced by the
artisans, as cheaper, ma-
chine-made products and
changing urban aesthetics
affect the market for tradi-
tional crafts. Cross sections
helped draw the attention

of architects to the relative-
ly unknown paint brand,
says Mr. Basker. After see-
ing the content on the mi-
crosite, architects, espe-
cially the younger crowd,
reached out to Indicus for
colour decks and meet-
ings, Mr. Basker says.

The brand’s advertising
and cultural communica-
tion have prompted con-
sumers to enquire about its
availability in different
parts of the country. Deal-
ers have also received re-
quests for specific pro-
ducts such as Ceiling
Bright, the white water-
based acrylic emulsion for
ceilings, which is largely
not available from other
brands. Mr. Basker distin-
guishes between consum-
er-facing communication
and those curated for
channel partners. “You
can’'t replace painter and
dealer programmes with
influencer marketing.
Brands need to balance
both,” he says.

Xavier Prabhu, founder
of BusinessHubs Consult-
ing, an independent brand
consultant, sees paint as a
category where intermedi-
aries such as dealers, con-
tractors and interior de-
signers  continue  to
influence purchase deci-
sions.

At the same time, he
notes that consumers to-
day are more informed,

with creators and digital
content helping them un-
derstand products, appli-
cations and finishes.

Cultural positioning

Mr. Prabhu sees Indicus’
cultural positioning as a
way of creating a distinc-
tive signal for the brand. Its
focus on Tamil Nadu and
its cultural heritage helps
differentiate it from larger
national and global brands
that typically approach In-
dia as a single market .

If Indicus expands
beyond its regional focus,
it may need to identify cul-
tural signals that resonate
in other markets as well,
Mr. Prabhu says.

For now, its brand-
building effort is on two
fronts: creating broad
awareness through adver-
tising and maintaining visi-
bility in a category where
purchases are infrequent;
and targeted initiatives
such as Pinterest and
Crosssections to engage au-
diences on subjects that ex-
tend beyond paint.

In a category where the
buying decision can pass
through several hands, the
brand-building challenge is
not simply about reaching
the consumer but also be-
ing recognised when the
conversation around paint
does happen.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

e Doing up a room calls for way more than just picking the paint colour for the walls.
Tl e hT FlTl-HaRel o TolT sheel GIaRT o1 Y T T &1 TiTee 78l 1

e Long before choos ing a brand, homeowners think about how they would use the space — a
distraction-free work den, a fun-themed child’s be droom or a cosy balcony?

ﬁﬂﬁaﬁanamﬂmaﬁﬁagaqgayHvrﬂﬁaxgﬂaﬁirmaﬁ%ﬁka3ﬂﬂﬁmﬁawswmmﬁ%a
R i) — TaeT ForHt sqaenet arelr wr-eT, AdRers A qTelr FTdt HT HAA AT ARTHGF
CICE T
e They look for inspiration and lifestyle ideas erst.
3 TEY Ugol 90N 3T Shaardel waelt Rt S gemer wa E

e To meet these consumers ear ly in their shopping jour ney, Indicus Paints creates themed

content on Pinter est centred around spaces such as home-osces, stair cases, and

balconies.

sawﬁwaﬁa%mﬁuﬁmﬁm*eyﬁwﬁqﬁaﬁa:ﬁv Indicus Paints,
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e The Pinterest presence has generated engagement for the relatively new brand, says Gokul
Basker, founder of Indicus Paints and partner at VNC Group, a diversised manufactur ing and
distribution con glomerate based in Tamil Nadu.

affrereg Ry Ry fRfasior sik fawor @g VNC Group & arsier 3K Indicus Paints
& HEYTIH MNFel TEHT o IR, Pinterest T 3T a1 58 3&Tpl 1T 15 & forw susiierar
SI31d 3ceo fohar &

e Around half a mil lion consumers engage with the content each month, while total views have
run into 4-5 million, along with saves and shares, since the company launched in 2021.
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X LIS ST 5 AT SUSIFAT 38 AIHM A S35 8, STeffeh 2021 & el & el gled o oG, &
et 4-5 AT o3ar ared g0 &, W & A @ A AR A 7 o

He does not, however, draw a di rect connection between the engagement and sales.
gTellich, I SUSIFAT 3T 3R TAhY & T IS TeraT Faer 7Lt T A 8 |

The platform, he says, gives people space to ex plore options at an early stage, before *nally
choos ing a paint brand.

3eTeh 3TTER, TG TACHIA oIl Y 3Hclcl: §& F18 FoTol { Tgt YEATCH =0T & fafdeer et #1
9T ST & foIT 3798 Ui Har gl

This dis tinction matters in a cate gory where the person buying the paint is not al ways the
one deciding on the brand.

g 3 30 AN A Fgcaqul § STel 9 Wlieet arelT safad gART §13 &1 fA0TT et arelr safFba T8t
|

Depending on the seg ment, homeowners may turn to painters, contractors, civil
engineers, architects, or dealers for advice and recommendations.

TS & YR T, T o Hifersh Felg R AwRe & forw ¥ex, SdheR, Rfae Fhfaw, agsn
1 AR F1 3R T F TH &

The consumer may have a veto but it is rarely exer cised, Mr. Basker says.

Y STER & 3TTER, STSIercT o I 3ifoer forotr Y At F7 ITAFR &1 Fehel &, WAfehet g8
Wa‘g'aamﬁﬁmm%l

For Indicus Paints, the VNC Group’s *rst consum er brand, awareness forms an important erst
step in a category that is getting crowded with the entry of many new players with big pockets
(like Birla Opus).

VNC Group & Ugel 3UsliaraT #18 Indicus Paints & [oIT 318 SRRhdT T Agcaqol Tgell HEH
g, Y FT & 0F &7 7 Fgr 931 AT 87T aret s AT fQ@SY, S Birla Opus, T3 L &
3R g’ g @ gl

The Indian paints and coat ings market is estimated at ¥1 lakh crore, with a CAGR of 9%
driven by rapid urbanisation, real estate ac tivity and rising personal income.

AR ¥ 3R FIETH IR 7 HTA AT ITHR 1 a1 F93 § 3R TR CAGR 9% ¢, o
g eredietoT, el veee afafafit 3R sedt safarderd 3ma & sear A Wl

Decorative paints command 75% of this market and Asian Paints is the clear leader.

3FRTET UTH 39 IR & 75% @80 W FhealT I@A § 3R Asian Paints TISC ¥ & 313707 g

Grabbing attention

€T ITH T FIAT

Indicus, says Mr. Basker, is in the awareness creation phase, ensuring the name is not
unfamiliar to a consumer when a contractor recommends it.

A STERT & AR, Indicus STRhAT FAATOT & =0T 7 &, 1ok ST9 1S SheR sHehr AmReT
& dT 3YHFAT & fore Ig A R A 8l

He ob serves younger consumers taking a greater interest in paint selection today, re
searching colours and *n ishes, and arriving for the purchase armed with more information
than earlier generations.

d8@d & o 3T aT 3usiterdr 9 & 92 7 378 o of 7§ €, W1 3R hfever & g & aer oy
@%Hmﬁwmﬁwﬁmmémuﬂm%ﬁvﬁﬂﬁﬁl

Instagram and other social media have made consumers more discerning, he says.

3o 3R, Instagram 3R 3= Arerer AFSAT cdewiaAt o 3t w1 it Rawde ik
SIRTE =T feaT &1
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Advertising is one of the ways in which the brand is building initial awareness.
farsiraet 37 ATETAT 7 & U § [Se1eh GarT siis IR Ieresdar &1 [ AT T @ B

Mr. Basker says the mass market communication us es humour and entertain ment to
establish Indicus as a new and bold brand.

A AET & AR, AW ATFE TR Indicus I T AT 3R WRRF o3 & ¥ § Tl a3 &
oI g 3R AARSTST T 3TN AT B |

Longer-term initiatives such as serving as the co title sponsor of the reality TV show Super
Singer Junior 11 help in sustaining brand recall in a category where the consumer may
repaint a home only once in several years.

Super Singer Junior 11 518 RITIET &t 2 & We-2fda yralerss & &0 & Sfse1 Sl reshiioie
gg ol 3T A0 7 §1S T TAONAAT I1C T@et F FHee ! &, STl 3UHFAT S Iuf 7 dhdel Ueh I-
3 B Y SIRT U R GohalT &

Then there are the tar geted esorts, such as Crosssections — a microsite within the brand’s
website that’s focused on architects and people interested in art and culture.

g% 37T dferd 9 ot §, S Crosssections — §78 T d9ATSE & IR Ueh ATSHIASE, it
AREIHRT a7 Fal AR FEFhar & 3 @ ara drt WHRa g

Visual symbolism

G YcllhIcHST

One of the projects under Crosssections is Drishti Bommai: Reviving The Tra dition, a
documentary on the striking charm +gu rines seen across South In dia on rooftops, at the en
trances of new buildings, and on vehicles.

Crosssections & 37T IRIASTAT3N H & Teh § Drishti Bommai: Reviving The Tra dition,
St Ef&T0T HIRT H Tl W, 78 AR & YaU gaRT W 3R argat W fg@ms ¢ arelr 31mehves «gu
rines WX TR Teh AT B

The «Im looks at the cultural beliefs surrounding the +gures, the visual symbolism of their
distinctive features and the traditional craft smanship involved in their making.

Ig +Im 3T 3TpTeral & STST Wie o AIaTait, 3o7eht faflrse faAwanait i geg Fefehreaerdr
3R 3% A& 7 anfAe aRIRe Rreq Flera Fre@ar gl

It also captures the disculties faced by the artisans, as cheaper, ma chine-made products and
changing urban aesthetics asect the market for tradi tional crafts.

I HRIRT & HHA 1ot dTell HiSaTgal I 7 gATdr &, Fifh &, F7elar & fAfAT 3curg 3R
el e Hied-g S aRUReh RITT & SR ol Tl Hid &

Cross sections helped draw the attention

Cross sections & €4 3TH T FIA & A H

of architects to the relative ly unknown paint brand, says Mr. Basker.

# SR & 3TER, Cross sections & AEThe AT YT 7S T IR AREIHRI T €T 3R
FA H A DI

After see ing the content on the mi crosite, architects, espe cially the younger crowd, reached
out to Indicus for colour decks and meet ings, Mr. Basker says.

A SETF Tt ¢ o ASHIAISE TR AT ST & a16 g, T2 &7 § gar a#t, F @i & 35
3R St & foT Indicus & Hueh R

The brand’s advertising and cultural communica tion have prompted con sumers to enquire
about its availability in dierent parts of the country.

513 & faraaaer 3tk wiegfas §aR & ST I G & fafdiee Redt 3 sHeT 3ot & ai
F YSdTS e & faw IR R gl

Deal ers have also received re quests for specisc pro ducts such as Ceiling Bright, the white
water based acrylic emulsion for ceilings, which is largely not available from other brands.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

3IeRT & Ceiling Brightéﬁﬁf@?&aﬂﬁ%ﬁt&ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%g@ﬁ S ©di & foT dthe, STa-
3menRa Wk ol gHe § 3R 31T 98T & 19 & ¥ 39 af g

Mr. Basker distin guishes between consum er-facing communication and those curated for
channel partners.

Y SR STMFAT-HGT TR 3R Aover mefieRT & faw IR fFT 10 TaR & i 3w R £
“You can’t replace painter and dealer programmes with ineuencer marketing. Brands need to
balance both,” he says.

“HTT T 3R IoR FIRITHHT T SeHFATHT ALK AT F T 7761 X Fohel | FST 1 aledl
ST HJoleT ST AR T, d el &
Xavier Prabhu, founder of BusinessHubs Consult ing, an independent brand consultant, sees

paint as a category where intermedi aries such as dealers, con tractors and interior de signers
continue to ineuence purchase deci sions.

BusinessHubs Consulting & H¥Tqe 3R FacT §TS TellghR SATAAX T8 I 1 2l Avhr &
A @A §, STel GeR, SheR 3R AN RBeiear S Aeaey @lig wae faokal ) wsnfaa
ERCREL R

At the same time, he notes that consumers to day are more informed,

g &, T &1 e § Toh 31TeT Iusiteran 3rfls S €,

with creators and digital content helping them un derstand products, appli cations and
*nishes.

3R fopved aur RS At 30& 3curel, 3eTeh 3t 3R «nishes T A H FEIAT T
wWgl

Cultural positioning

wregfas fufa faafRor

Mr. Prabhu sees Indicus’ cultural positioning as a way of creating a distinc tive signal for the
brand.

o 987 Indicus & wie fas Reafa frafor 1 s & faw ves fafise vganer doha seat & Aregs
F T H @ Bl

Its focus on Tamil Nadu and its cultural heritage helps diserentiate it from larger national and
global brands that typically approach In dia as a single market

ATAATS 3N 3HAT WP fadh AT TR SHT €1 38 93 TS R ARG st & o097 hlel
# A AT &, S AT : HRd & Tehol S9N & §9 & 2@d ¢

If Indicus expands beyond its regional focus, it may need to identify cul tural signals that
resonate in other markets as well, Mr. Prabhu says.

A1 g7 hed & foh afe Indicus 319 &R BIhd & 39T FATAR AT &, oY 30 XX HEpicih Tehell
FI IgTeT et I AT AT 81 Hehcll & oIl 31T ATSTRT 3 7 T &1

For now, its brand building e+ort is on two fronts:

rergrel, 39 &8 AT 99/ &1 Al W higd g:

creating broad awareness through adver tising and maintaining visi bility in a category where

purchases are infrequent; and targeted initiatives such as Pinterest and Crosssections to
engage au diences on subjects that ex tend beyond paint.

TErTTOeT o ATETH I ATTeh FARTRRAT YeT FIAT 3R T AN F eIl A =T STel TR
% gIdT §; IAT Pinterest 3 Crosssections SIET A& Igall & ATETH I 2ot 1 0 fawat
T ST, St e & 31T o faedd &1

In a category where the buying decision can pass through several hands, the brand-building
challenge is not simply about reaching the consumer but also be ing recognised when the
conversation around paint does happen.
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If DNA is the instruction manual, we
just opened a big second volume

A new study found that several inherited traits occur not beca

es mutate but because of chemical modifications of the genome that can jump across generations,

D.P. Kasbekar

team led by researchers at the

Johns Hopkins School of

Medicine has found that several

inherited traits in the mouse
genome break the rules Gregor Mendel
laid down in the 19th century about how
genes work. This is not because the genes
mutate but because of chemical
modifications of the genome that can
jump across generations, change
depending on whether an animal is male
or female, and even copy themselves
from one copy of a gene to another.

Their findings were reported recently
in Nature Genetics.

While the study was in mice, the
implications go far beyond — as the same
mechanisms may also shape human
health, and be able to explain conditions
that have long resisted genetic analysis.

On’ and ‘off” genes
Every cell in the body carries two kinds of
genetic information. One is the sequence
— the order of the four chemical bases, A,
T, G, and C, that spells out which proteins
a gene produces. This is the genome that
geneticists have spent decades mapping.
The other is about whether a small
chemical compound — called the methyl
group (-CH:) — is attached to the DNA at
specific locations.

‘When cytosines are methylated, the
gene is usually silenced. When the group
is removed, the gene can be expressed
again. This process of switching genes ‘on’
and ‘off” without changing the underlying
sequence is called epigenetic
modification. Epigenetic modifications
are not permanent. They can even differ
between issues — e.g. iver cells and

change depending on whether an animal is male or female. and even copy themselves from one copy of a gene to another

DNA is methylated. The
that make up the DNA sequence. CHRISTOPH BOCK (CC BY-SA)

non-Mendelian epigenetic inheritance.

To illustrate, in 305 genome regions, all
in the liver, the methylation depended on
whether the mouse was male or female.
Mendel's rules don’t allow this. In 304 of
these regions, females’ genomes were
more methylated than males’ genomes.

While sex-specific methylation in the
liver has been reported before in both
mice and humans, the new study found
that the scale has been vastly

muscle cells methylat
of them are also reversed when (hebod)
makes fresh sperm or eggs.

The new study has found this rule to be
violated.

Vastly underestimated

The researchers used a technology called
nanopore sequencing. A single strand of
DNA is threaded through a microscopic
hole — the pore. As each base passes
through, it produces a distinct blip in the
electrical current flowing across the pore.
Methylated cytosines produce a different
blip from unmethylated ones.

The team sequenced DNA from the
liver and muscle tissues of mice belonging
to two inbred strains. Their genomes
differed at millions of positions.

Of the 7,600 or so locations on the
genomes where the methylation patterns
differed, around 93% followed Mendel's
rules. That is, methylation had passed
reliably from parent to offspring. But in
the remaining 7% or so, the researchers
identified more than 500 instances of

Address
Email Id

A new first

The researchers also identified at least
five new genes displaying genomic
imprinting — where the level of
methylation depends on whether the
gene was inherited from the mother or
the father.

‘The most striking finding had to do
with a phenomenon called paramutation.
Here, the methylation status of one copy
of a gene - say, the one inherited from
the father ~ is also transferred to the
other copy, inherited from the mother.
The ‘rewritten’ mother’s copy lhcn

paramutation in plants and engineered
mice before. This is the first time it has
been reported to be naturally occurring in
amammal’s genome.

In the study, the gene was

The researchers also identified at
least five new genes displaying
genomic imprinting — where the
level of methylation depends on
whether the gene was inherited
from the mother or the father

in sufficient amounts, the effects may
include infertility and

They are bound to

but never to daughters.

According to the study’s results, if a
father carries a paramutagenic version of
the gene that causes this condition and
the mother carries a ‘normal’ version,
then in a son the paramutagenic copy
would rewrite the maternal copy, leaving
the son to have hairy ears. He could then
pass the paramutagenic variant of the
gene to his own d'uld.ren But if the

(having no sperm in the semen).

‘The team also identified two likely
instances of paramutation related to the
gene Vps37c and a downstream stretch of
the genome. Both these areas are
associated with intracisternal A particles
~ the genetic remains of ancient viruses
that became embedded in the mouse
genome.

According to the study’s authors, these
particles may be central to the
paramutation process since they have
been known to resist the body’s
mechanisms to remove epigenetic

variant i in
females — as the new findings suggest can
happen - a daughter’s own copies of the
gene would be unmethylated and her ears
would be unaffected.

Even more broadly, the findings imply
that genome-wide association studies —
an increasingly popular kind of study that
looks for the genetic variants linked to
diseases — may be missing a significant
fraction of heritable variation because
that variation is not in the sequence.
Instead, the study’s authors have argued
the work opens the door to a new kind of
analysis: allele-specific epigenome-wide

when ing sperm or

studies, which trace

eggs.

Genome-wide association studies
‘The study also offers a new framework to
explain heritable traits that researchers
have struggled to study using genetics.
For instance, a condition called

pinnae auris leads to the

Capnll, which contains the recipe for a
protein that is active in the testes during
meiosis. When this protein is not available

growth of coarse, dark hair on the outer
ear and is prevalent among South Asian
men. It is transmitted from fathers to sons

methylation patterns rather than
sequence variants, to find parts of the
genome associated with diseases that
conventional methods miss.

Human genetics has long assumed that
if you sequence the genome, you have
read the instruction manual. It may be
that the manual has a second volume —
and we have barely opened it today.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)

THE GIST

A team led by researchers at
the Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine has found that
several inherited traits in the
mouse genome break the
rules Gregor Mendel laid
down in the 19th century
about how genes work

v

The study offers a new
framework to explain heritable
traits that researchers have
struggled to study using
genetics

-

The study's authors have
argued that the work opens the
door to:a new kind of analysis:
allele-specific epigenome-wide
association studies
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10A8. If DNA is theinstruction manual, we just opened a big second volume

Ife DNA fader qieasr 8, af garer 3reft saeT v 937 @ @3 War |

A team led by researchers at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine has found that several
inherited traits in the mouse genome break the rules Gregor Mendel laid down in the 19th
century about how genes work.

Steq grafred THe 3 AT & AMerehc3i & Aqea & U aof o I & foh I¢ & ST
FS IR T8TUT 3T [ATHT T Soortled P & Tolee FIR A o 1997 AT H ST & 1 Fld
& e & geer 7 giaarfed fomar |

This is not because the genes mutate but because of chemical modifications of the genome
that can jump across generations, change depending on whether an animal is male or female,
and even copy themselves from one copy of a gene to another.

g SNt 7 3caRaded & HRUT AL &, Sfed SNAIH 7 g dTer THIAS Felerat & HRoT g, S
Rt & ST TATATARA & Toh! &, T€ 5T I1d o ITUR W TGl Tohd & 1o IS oild A< & IT
e, 3R 8T e o SfieT dhr v i & g@dy 9ial & Tag & gt it o= Hevc 81

Their findings were reported recently in Nature Genetics. 97182

37e frsehy 8Tt &Y 7 Nature Genetics ﬁwrf%ragtrifl 97182

While the study was in mice, the implications go far beyond — as the same mechanisms may
also shape human health, and be able to explain conditions that have long resisted genetic
analysis.

gTeiiTen g eTaeT gt & R 12T 21, 38 TR 3u el 317 came § — Fif af &
AT TAELY FT 3 TATAT X Tohd ¢ 3R 3 At i o= 3 TeT# & Tohd g, it o
HHA Y 37 RAF faersor T aga & a1t W@ &

‘On’ and ‘o*’ genes

afe i @AfFTr e

Every cell in the body carries two kinds of genetic information.
R T Fedeh ITRAHT H &l FehR T AT AT SATAHRY Blch ¢ |

One is the sequence —the order of the four chemical bases, A, T, G, and C, that spells out
which proteins a gene produces.

Ul HAHATOHT & — IR TAA TS &TRT A, T, G 3R C 1 5a, St 78 e axar s fr s
ST PleT-T eI 3cToel HIAT

This is the genome that geneticists have spent decades mapping.

T8I a8 ST §, forerent AT 0T seqaiiehifae gempt & ad 3T &

The other is about whether a small chemical compound — called the methyl group (-CH3) —
is attached to the DNA at specific locations.

ol ST 38 &1 & He T & foh -1 Toh oleT Tiee Aifareh — S ffrmger @ (-CH3)
ET ST & — DNA W fafRrse Freit & 31 g3 &

When cytosines are methylated, the gene is usually silenced.

SIS AISEAA FT [HATSAIRIOT BT &, Al AHI: SiieT A TSh T &F ST ¢ |

When the group is removed, the gene can be expressed again.

ST Ig Tegg geT fear ST 8, A SfieT oT: Jrfdiegera g @ehair B

This process of switching genes ‘on’ and ‘off’ without changing the underlying sequence is
called epigenetic modification.

Het 31e7hA H aRacie fore 3 Shier st afirar i TS ) 1 58 ufshar &1 eReafies
N FT AT &
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e Epigenetic maodifications are not permanent.
TiRefes Tt TR A7 81 2

e They can even differ between tissues — e.g. liver cells and muscle cells methylate differently.
3 Raffeet Sl & i o et &) Tehcl § — 3eTex0T & foIT, Tehd HIRIAT AR Aad
HIAFRIT TAT-37619T TR F FAUSerT Bl 2

e Many of them are also reversed when the body makes fresh sperm or eggs.
STe IRIR 77T QEHTOT AT ST ST &, T GoTel U s HeMer=T 8 Sefe St &

e The new study has found this rule to be violated.
AT 3T F 9TAT AT § 6 59 [ATe &7 Soerae Y ST gl

Vastly underestimated
SUT9H TF A FH HTholT 4T AT

e The researchers used a technology called nanopore sequencing.
METHATHT o AR IHTHHOT ATHE cTehotieh T SUATT ForT |

e A single strand of DNA is threaded through a microscopic hole — the pore.
DNA &I Tehel 4@l i Ueh F&H g — 3127 IR — & ATETH § JSIRT AT & |

e As each base passes through, it produces a distinct blip in the electrical current sowing across
the pore.

S 8T IcAh &TR 54 3 A g1 I[eRdT &, I8 956 o 3R-UR JaTfed gl arell faegd oRT H veh
faferse Fohd 3cuea war gl

e Methylated cytosines produce a different blip from unmethylated ones.
Aryrgaes e 3R IR-Fursees s 3TeeT-37079T Hohd 3cUeel ald &

e The team sequenced DNA from the liver and muscle tissues of mice belonging to two inbred
strains.

el o & A FAfere el & HeTteT Tl & Tghel 3R AU ScTehl T TTST DNA T 3TTsh0T
o
e Their genomes differed at millions of positions.

3eTeh SiIAA ol EUTeAl R Teh-gal & et 3|

e Ofthe 7,600 or so locations on the genomes where the methylation patterns differed, around
93% followed Mendel’s rules.

ST H SRS 7,600 TYTAT, STT TRATSIRIT & YeeT 3TeTaT-37e19T A, 378 A ST 93% of Asel
& fagsY 1 gt foha|

e That is, methylation had passed reliably from parent to oespring.
37T, fRYTgerRreT ATAT-RAAT & A=A # faRaa=a €7 & TR g7 7|

e Butin the remaining 7% or so, the researchers identieed more than 500 instances of non-
Mendelian epigenetic inheritance.

et AT FTTHT 7% F 2Merhar3ft o A-H2faa eRSARe® qemrfa & 500 ¥ 31 eI

T UgdTeT |
e Toillustrate, in 305 genome regions, all in the liver, the methylation depended on whether
the mouse was male or female.

3¢TgY0T & fore, Sfietter & 305 &Y, St &l et # uTw 91w, # fAuTgees 36 a1 9 s aear
T o TgT AT 4T AT AL |

e Mendel's rules don’t allow this.
Hse & Forre ST AT AT & ¢

e |In 304 of these regions, females’ genomes were more methylated than males’ genomes.

o1 W 304 &¥3T A ATCI3H & SeAle & 7 gl o SNele T Jofell # 31fereh fRrargerers aram arm|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e While sex-specisc methylation in the liver has been reported before in both mice and humans,
the new study found that the scale has been vastly underestimated.

greltich Tepct & foiar-faflrse Rrurgarere i gaam gee o et 3R Feqsat ekt & & s gehr g, v
3TETYSA H 91T 37T foh 3Tk YA T SqTIh T F FHH ATehelsT [T 1T 2T

Anew first
Teh YT rst

e The researchers also identified at least five new genes displaying genomic imprinting —
where the level of methylation depends on whether the gene was inherited from the mother or
the father.

NerRar3it o SNfA® sfEufear Ui aiet arer 3 & Fe UTT 70 it &1 off ggneT ir — S8t
RAYTFANA T T 37 91 W FR FXar ¢ 6 ST A1 & faraa 7 Few g ar Rar )
e The most striking *nding had to do with a phenomenon called paramutation.

I SeolTaiy forsehy R A T & Haferd ol

e Here, the methylation status of one copy of a gene — say, the one inherited from the father —
is also transferred to the other copy, inherited from the mother.

SHH SfieT Y Teh T — 3eTexor & fow, [T & favrad & f@eh gfa — i Prumgerer fufa gl
i, St A & favraa & A §, & o Teiia e gy el g

o The ‘rewritten’ mother’s copy then persists through the next generation.
58 a6 Al § UIed ‘FoAfH @ Tict 39Tl dIET o7k el Tgell &

e Again, scientists had observed paramutation in plants and engineered mice before.
3ad Tgol 8t FTfevent o et 3iR TeTa e T § Fenferar =gt & Rregeere 1 raeiisha fomar
a1l

e This is the rst time it has been reported to be naturally occurring in a mammal’s genome.
IE TEeN IR § 519 TR Fararlt & S # 38 TThias &9 F gl T T & S ¢

¢ In the study, the paramutated gene was Capn11, which contains the recipe for a protein that
is active in the testes during meiosis.

e 7 WFYLEs Shief Capnll AT, Foresl var T8 WISt & fA#AToT it Siretenrdy ghelt § St
i Ryemraret o SRt ol F afshar gl

e When this protein is not available in suscient amounts, the esects may include infertility and
azoospermia (having no sperm in the semen).

ST I DT qATee AT H STt g1 g1l &, AT S8 FeTal # dizraet AR vgreaferan (i &
QISHTUT3iT T & B1eT) QMTA 8 Fehel &

e The team also identiced two likely instances of paramutation related to the gene Vps37c and
a downstream stretch of the genome.

A A Vps37c S 3R SHIA1A & 38D SIBATLH 17 ¥ Ha el IREIER0 o &l Faffae 3ereol
FT off ggaTeT |

e Both these areas are associated with intracisternal A particles —the genetic remains of
ancient viruses that became embedded in the mouse genome.

4 2t &1 gerfliwesta A Tféaew & ofs § — S Treel aRRE & Tefa il ey § 3R s 98
& Sl & TR &Y arw |

e According to the study’s authors, these particles may be central to the paramutation
process since they have been known to resist the body’'s mechanisms to remove epigenetic
modiscations when producing sperm or eggs.

3TEGYT & oI Gehl & IHTHR, A HoT RIFGEAA THAT H HET ST A8 Tohod €, i o
JISATU] T 3ST0T & foATOT & SRt vRiatafes weierat o1 g & fow eRX T o=t 1 SfeRier et
& fore Ser ST 81
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Genome-wide association studies

SAe-cardt vafAver reaae

The study also osers a new framework to explain heritable traits that researchers have
struggled to study using genetics.

g Ao FRATT TETON Y AT Flet o T Teh o1 ST 81 JI el el &, Ftetent
3TTTATRIhT o HTETH J HETYT il H AETRATIHT T HiSTS Bleil & &1

For instance, a condition called hypertrichosis pinnae auris leads to the growth of coarse,
dark hair on the outer ear and is prevalent among South Asian men.

3ETEY0T & oI, gTResHIfaa e it dwe fFufd ad e W AR, @ ard i gefer
T SHROT TeTcll & 3N T SIaToT URIATS gosii 7 31fereh u1g Siell ¢

It is transmitted from fathers to sons but never to daughters.
Ig T & G & AR gieit &, Afehet el grrat & o7gl SielT|
According to the study’s results, if a father carries a paramutagenic version of the gene that

causes this condition and the mother carries a ‘normal’ version, then in a son the
paramutagenic copy would rewrite the maternal copy, leaving the son to have hairy ears.

T & IROTAT & HeTAR, AT RIelT S8 T B HROT Fo7et ATy 71t b1 IR fores
HEHOT T6a1 Il § R AT SHRT THTT' HERIOT dgeT Il 8, o T A R1egeateren wfet A
9fd T g X ¢alt, fSieh TROUTEEa®Y 9 & el 9 <1 gl |

He could then pass the paramutagenic variant of the gene to his own children.

$HF 91G Tg ST & RFgeatfars ANV 1 39+ T 7 TR T Thell &

But if the paramutagenic variant is demethylated in females — as the new *ndings suggest
can happen — a daughter’s own copies of the gene would be unmethylated and her ears
would be una-ected.

Aferet afg A3t 7 Wrgafas AT ffFrargas & siar s — siar & v fasest & wsa
St gl & — At I 3 St BT 31ty fcral SrafAaTgaes el 3R 38es wiet arventad Wt

Even more broadly, the *ndings imply that genome-wide association studies — an
increasingly popular kind of study that looks for the genetic variants linked to diseases — may
be missing a signiecant fraction of heritable variation because that variation is not in the
sequence.

3R =TT 9 &, forshnt & Fehet fAerdr § o Shater-sard) vaffvere sreager — St 391 A 513
FTeTa R ARTE A et T AT ol A S 8 ST T IR T v FHR § — FemTe
fafaerdr & weh AgeaquT 68 1 B3 end! &, Fifeh T Tafatrdm 3rgshar 7 Hisge eT &1
Instead, the study’s authors have argued the work opens the door to a new kind of analysis:
allele-specisc epigenome-wide association studies, which trace methylation patterns

rather than sequence variants, to *nd parts of the genome associated with diseases that
conventional methods miss.

P TN, IETTA & IGH! o deh [¢AT & [ Tg H1T T AT bR & fIe0T 7 AT WierdT &
velter-fafirse virshiate-sardt vwiflwere srere, Sit 3iefsha aRUe & oy fRumgaere Yee &1
T ST €, ATk SiieAte oh 37 TRl 3l Tl 1 51 Feh S Welt & 53 & 3R foieg aRaien
fafraT ggarea 7 fawer e &1

Human genetics has long assumed that if you sequence the genome, you have read the
instruction manual.

AT A TRIhT 7 ofd HHY T Fg AAT STl @1 & fob e T ST T 3HeTehad [FERA T ofd
g, a 3o ferder gReawT ue o B
It may be that the manual has a second volume — and we have barely opened it today.

He7a & Toh 8 GIEcTohT b1 Ueh G8RT @3 871 81 — 31K TS g1 3 Aol & WiedaT Y& fhar gl
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Vasudevan Mukunth

ature has four fundamental forces:
N gravity, the weak force

(responsible for radioactivity),
electromagnetism, and the strong force.
The strong force is responsible for
keeping the protons and neutrons
together in the nuclei of atoms.

The theory describing the strong
interaction between two particles is
called quantum chromodynamics (QCD).
In QCD, the strong force is carried by
gluons — just like how the

Glueball: matter of force
electromagnetic force is carried by

photons. But unlike photons, gluons carry

a kind of charge that allows gluons to be Protons are made up of three smaller particles
attracted to each other. And QCD says called quarks, held together by the strong
they can come together to form interaction mediated by particles called gluons.
composite particles called glueballs. ARPAD HORVATH (CC BY-SA)
In new research, scientists have taken a
big step closer to showing glueballs exist. ~ X(2370) is indeed a glueball by revealing
The team used data from the BESIII more properties glueballs possess.
experiment in Beijing to uncover them. Thus, BESIII has assembled the
This is easier said than done because strongest case to date that X(2370) has
when a glueball appears in a particle a dominant glueball component,
physics experiment, it will be very potentially providing the first evidence
short-lived and quickly decay into lighter  for a form of matter made just from the
particles in a way that is hard to carriers of a fundamental force.
distinguish from some other particles.
Scientists had first observed a

candidate glueball called X(2370) in BESII
data in 2011. Its mass seemed consistent
with a glueball. They also estimated
some of its properties based on the
decays of a particle called the J/y meson.
The new data buttresses the odds that

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

electromagnetic force is carried by photons.

10A8. Glueball: matter of force
To[@lel: e HT Iare

e Nature has four fundamental
forces: gravity, the weak force
(responsible for radioactivity),
electromagnetism, and the strong
force.

TSI TR FeAS(d el & TScarhyor,
FHAR ql (ST ASAeTHAAT & forw
3IRERTE), Regadasea, 3R vad 9|

e The strong force is responsible
for keeping the protons and neutrons
together in the nuclei of atoms.

Ya g WAV & A1 F wieier i
FILIeT Y Teh WY F1E TG o fow
FARERT B

e The theory describing the strong
interaction between two particles is
called quantum chromodynamics

(QCD).

& UT & ST gaer 3 FRaT &1 gufe
el dTel fAGHTd 1 FaieH
FASRATAFH (QCD) gl T

e In QCD, the strong force is
carried by gluons — just like how the

QCD # Yael &l o1 T61 IeI3itel GaART [h T ST & — Steh 3T TohR S T earehrd Fef &1

dEeT BIEleT GaRT R T SATAT &

e But unlike photons, gluons carry a kind of charge that allows gluons to be attracted to each

other.

AfeheT WIeleT & faudid, TeI3iiel # Teh YehR T AL BIcT &, ToTHeh SHROT To[3HTeT Teh-gaR T 3T

TR T 8 TR B

e And QCD says they can come together to form composite particles called glueballs.
3R QCD & 38R, d Ueh HIY 37T TATeT 1o HIF HOI T [HHIOT T Fhel &
e In new research, scientists have taken a big step closer to showing glueballs exist.
AT QMer H Meht o Teqaiter & 31 Tcrea 1 [AeEr koA 1 TG 7 Toh 737 e T dorT g |
e The team used data from the BESIII experiment in Beijing to uncover them.

&l of Sog WioTel & Tolw AT 3 fRT 37T BE S| 9AYeT & 37TehaT T 39T foha|

e This is easier said than done because when a glueball appears in a particle physics
experiment, it will be very short-lived and quickly decay into lighter particles in a way that is

hard to distinguish from some other particles.

g Fell [oIcTall 3T B, AT 3T &1 HiSel &, Fifeh oTa el awor sitferehy waer & sofarer
mmg,mmma@mm%wﬁmammﬁmama
ToraeT Ta&T F6 377 FHON F 3701 FAT Hide Il 5

e Scientists had first observed a candidate glueball called X(2370) in BESIII data in 2011.
AT o Tgell IR 2011 H BESIII & 3iTerst 3 X(2370) oATH Teh HHITAT Tofdlel T Hdelichel

IER
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Its mass seemed consistent with a glueball.

ST GEIAT Tefalel o ATETT GoTATT & 3HTET TcliT g3

They also estimated some of its properties based on the decays of a particle called the J/y
meson.

3giel Jiy AT ATHE Teh 0T oh &7 oh TR T $8eh S 01 b1 317 AT ol

The new data buttresses the odds that

AT HehS S/ HHIIAT 1 X AT & & foh

X(2370) is indeed a glueball by revealing more properties glueballs possess.

X(2370) ARed H UF Tefdlel g, Fi1eh 3o 3lehsi o Tofailel H IV SileT dTel 3R 31fereh 70t 2t
3R fRaT &

Thus, BESIII has assembled the strongest case to date that X(2370) has a dominant glueball

component, potentially providing the first evidence for a form of matter made just from the
carriers of a fundamental force.

$8 YR, BESIII = 31T ofeh ohT He HoTe(cl THIOT T 7T & T X(2370) H 9@ @il s
Hiete §, S Henfad & & WX erd & Teh &9 o foIT Ugell FHIOT YeTel X Hehcll & il sheof feohdl!
HANT I & dIgh! I a1 81|
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